onCe UPon A PARABLe
Leader’s Guide
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Do you like stories?
What is your favorite role — as the storyteller or the listener?
Our lives are made up of stories. Every day in conversation we narrate our adventures, filling in the plot
and characters from our personal experiences. Some people take a formal approach to storytelling:
writing books, sharing oral histories, keeping a diary, or blogging. Through stories, we learn truths about
the world and our place in it as our own story unfolds.
But the real story began long ago in a garden, as a loving God created us in His own image. Then the true
Storyteller came down to us. He taught about God and His Kingdom as He recalled ancient Scriptures.
He delivered powerful one-liners that turned accepted wisdom on its head. And He told parables.
Parables are short stories that use situations and objects from everyday life to make a single point.
To some people in Jesus’ audience, the words were vivid illustrations, helping them understand difficult
concepts through familiar images. To others, the stories were confusing, or simply entertaining. They
missed the deeper meaning.
Jesus called us to learn from His words, to apply them to our lives, and to share His truth with the world.
Now for the rest of the story…

“He who has ears, let him hear” (Matthew 13:9).

Week one
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Stories:
RSVP
“He taught by using stories, many stories…”
— Mark 4:2 (The Message)

Day 1
1. On a pop quiz, which would you be more likely to remember: the dates and events you studied in
history class, or the plot of the movie you watched last weekend? Why?

2. Stories have a way of staying with us. They often touch our hearts more than ordinary information.
Jesus knew that. He used short stories called “parables” to teach us about abstract things like love,
forgiveness, and Heaven by using everyday objects. These word-pictures translated mysterious truths
with vivid illustration. Which of the following do you think Jesus included in His parables?
[ ] Bread
[ ] Farmers
[ ] Soil
[ ] Bridesmaids
[ ] Lamps

[ ] Treasure
[ ] Weeds
[ ] Sheep
[ ] Servants
[ ] Vineyards

[ ] Storms
[ ] Weddings
[ ] Landowners
[ ] Fathers and sons
[ ] All of the above

3. J esus compares His Heavenly Kingdom to an elaborate banquet in Luke 14:15-23. Take a minute and
picture the scene: the clean, pressed tablecloths; the fancy silverware; the dishes overflowing with
food. How did the host’s friends respond to his generous invitation?
“Please excuse me, I ________________________________________________________.”
“Please excuse me, I ________________________________________________________.”
“Please excuse me, I ________________________________________________________.”
4. How did the master respond when he heard their excuses?
[ ] He rescheduled the party so that they could attend.
[ ] He accepted their apologies.
[ ] He canceled the party altogether.
[ ] He found others who were thrilled to accept his invitation.
5. Like the no-shows at the feast, when Jesus showed up to teach that His Kingdom had arrived, many
religious leaders refused to follow Him. What are some of the excuses you give that keep you from
accepting Jesus’ invitation each day?
“Please excuse me, I ________________________________________________________.”
“Please excuse me, I ________________________________________________________.”
“Please excuse me, I ________________________________________________________.”
6. T he people who show up for God are the ones who realize they are needy — the poor, the crippled, the blind
and the lame (Luke 14:21). What are some of the needs in your life that you can bring before God?
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7. J ust like the servant’s message to his master, “There is still room” (Luke 14:22), Jesus told His disciples
that there are many rooms in the house of God (John 14:2). As Jesus’ followers, we are given the
awesome opportunity to invite others to join us in God’s Kingdom. Who in your life needs you to help
show them the way?

Day 2
1. H
 ave you ever gone fishing? What did you catch? To Jesus’ audience, fishing was something that would
have been very familiar, but not as a hobby. Fishing was an important way of life in that region. The
story of the net in Matthew 13:47-50 describes fishing with a dragnet. According to these verses, what
did the net collect?

2. Once the net was full and the fishermen had pulled it to shore, what did they do with their catch?
[ ] Cleaned and gutted the fish
[ ] Put all the fish in baskets
[ ] Separated the good fish from the bad fish
[ ] Cooked dinner
3. How does this resemble what will happen at the end of the world?
[ ] God will collect all of His people into Heaven, like a giant net.
[ ] God’s angels will separate the wicked from the righteous.
[ ] God will flood the earth with water.
[ ] God will give us the task of sorting between the good and bad people.
4. I n Jesus’ story, the net, as it was dragged along, could not distinguish between good and bad fish, but
picked up everything in its path. The time for separation came later. What lesson(s) do you think Jesus
was teaching us through this parable?
[ ] We should share Jesus’ love with everyone.
[ ] We should only share Jesus with the people who really belong in God’s Kingdom.
[ ] We should judge people and separate the good from the bad.
[ ] We should leave the sorting up to God.
5. C
 hurches, like dragnets, are full of many different people — believers, unbelievers, hard workers,
sluggards, encouragers, and critical spirits. Sometimes we find ourselves wanting to pick and choose
who we’ll let in. After seeing Jesus’ example, what should our attitude be instead?

Making It Personal
Just as you catch more fish with a dragnet than with a single fishing pole, our love should be spread out
among all the people we meet, not just our favorite few. Ask God to keep your mind and heart open to the
most unlikely catch so that you can point them to Jesus.
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Lesson Plan

Stories:
RSVP

Stuff You’ll Need:
[]P
 ostcards, mailed to your students prior to the start of this series
(See “Interactive Learning” section)
[ ] 3 copies of “Write Your Own Story!” Handout, found on page 13
[ ] Pens

Lesson Objectives:
[ ] T o focus on our response to God’s personal invitation for today. The feast begins now!
[ ] To introduce the series.

Bible Passage:
The Story of the Great Feast (Luke 14:15-23)

Bible Truth:
God has invited us to a feast as we experience new life in Christ. When we set aside our own agendas we
can enjoy the life He is putting in front of us. The benefits of walking with God far outweigh anything the
world can offer.

Optional Opener:
Mad Libs — Write Your Own Story

(15 minutes)
Today we are beginning a new series on the teachings of Jesus. Before we look at the stories Jesus told,
I’m going to give you all a chance to come up with a story of your own.

Are any of you familiar with the game “Mad Libs”? A Mad Lib is basically a short story where several of
the key words have been taken out — nouns, adjectives, verbs… things like that.
I ’m going to divide you into three groups and your group leader is going to ask each of you, in turn, to
contribute a word to fill in the blanks. For example, if your group leader asks you for a noun, you might
say “cat.” Or an adjective, and you might say “slimy.” The twist is, you won’t know what the story is until
all of the blanks have been filled in and your leader reads the story aloud.
Divide your students into three groups and appoint one student as the leader for each. Provide each
group leader with a copy of “Write Your Own Story!” Handout (page 13) and a pen. Have the leader,
without reading the story, ask his or her group for each specified type of word and fill in the blanks
accordingly. Once the blanks are filled, bring all of the students together to share their stories with the
larger group.

Transition:

(3 minutes)

Imagine for a moment that you are on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, listening to Jesus for the very first
time. What do you see, smell, and hear? Jesus must have made His audience feel that He identified with
them as He used objects around them to teach spiritual truths — objects like trees and weeds, farmers
and crops, fish and nets. God’s nature, and the truths of His Kingdom, are woven into all of nature so that
they can be seen everywhere.
How would you feel if Jesus said to you: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a soccer team. The coach chooses
you, but you have to show up for the team. You become more effective with training, and lots of people
are always watching your performance.” Can you relate to this kind of illustration?
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Interactive Learning:

(5-10 minutes)

Before we take a look at our story for this week, I want to ask: did all of you recently receive an invitation
to today’s group?
Leaders: Hold up a sample of the postcards you mailed to your students the week prior, inviting them to
this new series. On the invitation, you will have instructed the students to RSVP via e-mail, text, or a phone
call. This will serve as a concrete illustration to launch your discussion on how God has invited us to join in
the feast and what our response should be.

What instructions did you find on the invitation? (RSVP)
What does it mean to “RSVP”? (R.S.V.P. stands for a French phrase that means “please reply.” The person
sending the invitation would like to know in advance whether or not you will be able to attend the event. It
is polite to respond promptly, even right away, because (1) if it is a party, it tells the host how many people
to plan for and (2) it is the polite way to respond to someone who was kind enough to invite you.)
Perhaps take a moment to share how many of the students actually did RSVP to the invitation. For those
who didn’t, ask why!

Bible Application:

(20 minutes)

This week you read the story of the great feast in the book of Luke. In this story, Jesus compares His
Heavenly Kingdom to an elaborate banquet. Like the man in the story, Jesus is our generous host, and He
invites us to experience the full life that comes when we respond to His invitation. (Ask for a volunteer to
read Luke 14:16-24 aloud.)
In Jesus’ day, it was normal for a host to give two invitations to a party. The first invitation announced the
event, and the second told the guests that everything was ready. In this case, how did the guests respond
to the host’s second invitation?
Do you think this was the right way to respond? Why or why not?
What was more important to them than the feast?
Who did the host invite instead? How did they respond?
Think back to the illustration of the soccer team. The coach chooses you, but you have to show up for the
team. How good a player would you be if you said, “Yes, I’m coming,” but skipped all of the practices?
On game day, do you think you’d enjoy it as much as if you’d trained and listened to your coach?
This story has a similar message. Jesus has invited you to join the feast. This isn’t just a celebration we’ll
experience in Heaven — it’s here now. Everything is ready. You may RSVP yes, but unless you show up for
God every day, you will really miss the party. The party is here and now.
Discussion Questions:
Do you ever think of your life in God as a celebration — a feast?
What are some of the good things you’ve tasted because of your relationship with Him?
Are there things you’ve had to give up or set aside so that you could go to the feast?
How do you relate to the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame in this story?
What are some ways that we can show up for God in our daily lives?
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Commitment:

(2 minutes)

Challenge the students to think about the excuses that are keeping them from showing up at the feast.
Encourage them to pray about those things and to look at their lives with God as a celebration, not a
chore. There’s a reason Jesus used the illustration of a banquet and not a prison or a factory. He wants us
to experience joy and freedom and delight in Him..

“Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.” — Psalm 34:8

Closing:

(3 minutes)

Give the students a minute to pray silently. Close in prayer, thanking God for sending Jesus to die so that
we can have a seat at His table. Ask Him to call to mind others whom we can invite to the feast and to
help us live lives that will make them want to know Jesus too.
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RSVP Postcards
Copy the postcards onto white cardstock.
Once you’ve made enough copies to mail one to
every member of your group, cut, affix stamps,
address, and mail to your students.

onCe UPon A PARABLe

onCe UPon A PARABLe

You’re invited!

Stamp
Goes
here

Join us for the new Bible study series:
Once Upon a Parable
Series Start Date:

Are you in?
R.S.V.P. to your leader for the study by
emailing
or texting/calling

You’re invited!
Join us for the new Bible study series:
Once Upon a Parable
Series Start Date:

Are you in?
R.S.V.P. to your leader for the study by
emailing
or texting/calling

Stamp
Goes
here

					

(adjective)

(man’s name)

lived in a ______________ in ______________, where he worked as a ______________.
		

(noun)

		

(city or town)				

(occupation/job)

Even though he was ______________ years old, he still went ______________ every day.
		

(number)			

(verb ending in “ing”)

Most of the ______________ in the town thought he was ______________, but he didn’t
(plural noun)					

(adjective)

care. All he really cared about was ______________, ______________, and money.
			

		

(plural noun)

(plural noun)					

One day, ______________ went to ______________ to see if he could find a
(same man’s name)

		

(place)

______________ on sale. He really wanted a ______________ one. While he was there,
(noun)						

(adjective)

he saw a person on the street who looked very ______________. It was obvious that the
							

(adjective)

man was in desperate need of ______________, because he kept shouting, over and over,
				

(plural noun)

“____________________!” Even though ______________ had plenty, he ignored him by
(expression/exclamation)		

(same man’s name as before)

______________ his ______________. If he had only stopped to ______________
(verb ending in “ing”)

(body part)		

		

(verb)

him, he would have realized that the man was actually his long-lost ______________,
										

(male relative)

______________, who had been missing for ______________ years and held the keys to
(man’s name)					

(number)

the family fortune!

WRITE YOUr OWN STORY! (mad libs) — week 1

Once upon a time, there was a very ______________ man named ______________. He

The moral to the story is: always ______________ your ______________, because you
					

(verb)		

(plural noun)

never know who might need your help!
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Stories:
Small Beginnings
“But the Master said, ‘You don’t need more faith.
There is no ‘more’ or ‘less’ in faith. If you have a
bare kernel of faith, say the size of a poppy seed,
you could say to this sycamore tree, ‘Go jump in the
lake,’ and it would do it.”
— Luke 17:6 (The Message)

Day 1
1. Have you ever tried to grow something? Maybe it was a seed you planted in elementary school, or
vegetables in your grandparents’ garden. Maybe you forgot your sandwich in your locker and grew
mold by accident! What would you say is the key to making something grow?

2. In the story of the mustard seed (Matthew 13:31-32), Jesus spoke of a plant that may be unfamiliar to
us, but was very familiar to His original audience. The mustard plant was a common sight in the region
of Galilee. Probably everyone in the crowd had passed at least one on their way to hear Jesus. The
plants grow to 12 feet in height and produce little black seeds that birds love to eat. Read the story
now. How does Jesus describe the mustard seed in verse 32?
[ ] The most plentiful seed
[ ] The costliest seed
[ ] The largest seed
[ ] The smallest seed
3. When a mustard seed is planted in the ground, what is the result?
[ ] French’s original mustard
[ ] The largest of all garden plants
[ ] An attractive flower bush
[ ] A field of mustard
4. How does this resemble the Kingdom of Heaven?
[ ] The Kingdom of Heaven is not expensive to plant.
[ ] To accomplish something big for God, you have to get your hands dirty.
[ ] God can use what seems small and insignificant to accomplish great things for His Kingdom.
[ ] Other: _______________________________
5. Read Luke 17:5-6. What lesson do you find in this verse?

6. What are some practical ways that we can feed and water our faith?

Day 2
1. Imagine how insignificant and helpless Jesus’ audience must have felt at this time, being just a tiny
part of the powerful Roman Empire. Even Jesus’ disciples were just 12 ordinary fishermen. But God
wasn’t limited by their circumstances. Using their faith, God enabled them to change the world. In your
life, do you ever feel small and insignificant? What causes those feelings of powerlessness?
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2. On a scale of 1 to 10, how confident are you that God will use you to impact other people’s lives?
1
2
Not at all

3

4

5
Maybe a little

6

7

8

9
10
Very confident

8

9
10
Very confident

3. How confident are you that God will use you to change the world?
1
2
Not at all

3

4

5
Maybe a little

6

7

4. G
 ive an example of a way that God is using you in another person’s life right now.
(No leaving this blank!)

5. Take a moment and list one change you would like to see in each of the following areas:
In my home:
In my school or community:
In the world:
6. I t’s been said that each of us must become the change we want to see in the world. In other words,
don’t wait for someone else to fix the problem — start becoming part of the solution! What can you do,
right here right now, that will help bring about the changes you listed in question #5?

Making It Personal
Some of the biggest changes begin with just one person or one single idea — like a tiny seed. We need to
be reminded that when God’s Spirit is at work in us, there are no limits to what He can accomplish. Pray
that God would give you faith today. You just might change the world!
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Lesson Plan

Stories:
Small Beginnings

Stuff You’ll Need:
[ ] L oaf of fresh bread (optional). Consider baking it just before students arrive, or during the lesson,
so that the smell fills the house (you can use ready-made dough from the grocery freezer section!).
Another option is to provide several varieties of bread — pita, bagels, monkey bread, etc. — to illustrate
the difference that yeast makes.
[ ] Yeast packet (optional)
[ ] Copies of “Can’t or Can?” Handout
[ ] Pens

Lesson Objective:
To encourage students that God can use them to bring about great change.

Bible Passage:
The Story of Yeast (Matthew 13:33-34)

Bible Truth:
Christianity started small — with just 12 disciples — but there was something inside those disciples that
would help them to continue to grow and change the world. The Good News has since spread throughout
the entire world. We can do amazing things because God is with us. Each of us can have a great impact!

Bible Application:

(20 minutes)

This week, we are going to read what Jesus taught us using bread in Matthew 13:33-34. (Ask for a
volunteer to read this passage aloud.)
Discuss the following:
Have any of you ever baked homemade bread? What does yeast do in the baking process? (Yeast is used
to make bread rise. It produces tiny bubbles, or air pockets, that cause the dough to expand. Without it,
bread is flat, like pita bread, or hard like crackers.)

It doesn’t take much yeast to make bread rise! (Use a loaf of bread as a visual aid. Hold up a small yeast
packet, or a measuring spoon, to show how little you need in relationship to the other ingredients.)
The story of the yeast is perhaps the most personal of Jesus’ lessons. Baking bread is a very hands-on
task. Bread has to be kneaded, patted, and handled. There were no bakeries in Palestine. Bread was
baked at home and everyone baked what was needed for their own household.
If most of Jesus’ stories have just one main point, what do you think is the main point of this passage?
What was Jesus trying to teach us?
Through this story, Jesus made a positive point about transformation: God can use what seems small or
insignificant to produce great change. How was this true of Jesus’ ministry?
Put yourselves in the shoes of the disciples. They must have felt very small in the midst of the powerful
Roman empire, yet Jesus said He would use them to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth. Thousands
of years later we are reading about their lives! Since the time when Jesus told this story, what evidence do
you see of how His Kingdom has grown?
What are some other examples you can think of where something that started small ended up having a
great impact?
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Do you, as a middle school student, ever feel helpless or insignificant? How does this story encourage you
about the effect you might have on the world?
Where do you see evidence of how God is already using you to bring about positive change (no matter
how small)?

Interactive Learning:

(15 minutes)

Distribute “Can’t or Can?” Handout to each student, along with a pen. Instruct them as follows:

In section #1, “I can’t”, write down some of the “I can’t” voices in your head. For example, “I can’t share
Jesus with my friends,” or, “I can’t live a pure life.” This worksheet is for you only, so feel free to express
some of the struggles and doubts you are dealing with right now.
In section #2, “He can,” you will see a list of references for Bible verses. Spend some time looking up those
verses and jotting down some of the truths you find there about what God can do.
In section #3, “We can,” write down what you hope God will accomplish through you. Think about how you
can become the change you want to see. You may want to list some of your “I can’ts” as “We cans” in this
section.
Once the students have finished their worksheets, give them an opportunity to (voluntarily) share some of
the things they wrote down with the larger group.

Commitment:

(5 minutes)

I want you to bow your head and spend the next couple of minutes praying over the things you wrote
down. Praise God for the things He can do. Confess to Him the struggles you’re facing. And ask Him to
use you to help make a difference in the world. I encourage you to hang on to this worksheet so that in
the future you can look back and see how God has taken you from your small beginnings to accomplish
great things for His Kingdom.

Closing:

(2 minutes)

Close in prayer, asking God to help us fix our eyes on what He can do. Thank Him for the encouragement
we find in this story, and ask Him to use us to bring about positive change in the world.
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“HE can...”

Can’t or Can? — WEEK TWO

“I can’t...”

1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Matthew 7:7-8
1 Corinthians 6:14
John 16:33
John 17:25-26
Acts 1:8

“WE can...”
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Stories:
Hidden Treasure
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden
in a field…”
— Matthew 13:44

Day 1
1. Have you ever discovered a hidden treasure? What was it? Where did you find it?

2. Read all of Matthew 13:44. What three things did the man do after he made his discovery?

3. This story may sound strange to us, but it made perfect sense to Jesus’ audience. There was an ancient
saying that the only safe place for money was in the earth, and it was common for cherished items to
be buried for safekeeping. This was not a case of finders keepers, however. According to the law of that
time, in order to own the treasure, the man had to own the field. What did the purchase of the field
cost him?

4. Based his actions, how precious do you think the treasure was to him?

5. What is the key truth in this story?
[ ] God has hidden His Kingdom from us.
[ ] We should hide our knowledge of the Kingdom from others.
[ ] Jesus’ Kingdom is to be treasured when it is discovered.
[ ] It is wrong to have many possessions.
6. What makes the Kingdom of Heaven so precious, like costly treasure?

7. You may have heard the expression, “One man’s trash is another man’s treasure.” Is everyone able to
recognize heavenly treasure when they find it? Why or why not?

Ask God to open your eyes to the treasures around you today.

Day 2
1. In the last story, a man discovered hidden treasure by accident. In the story of the valuable pearl
(Matthew 13:45-46), a merchant is actively searching for his treasure. Was the merchant’s response
similar to or different from the man’s in Matthew 13:44? What did he do when he found his treasure?
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2. How well do you relate to the merchant in this story?
[ ] Easily — my relationship with God is my greatest treasure.
[ ] So-So — I love God, but I don’t always show it in my actions.
[ ] Not at all — I am not ready to become a part of God’s Kingdom.
[ ] Other:
3. G
 od’s Kingdom comes to us in different ways. Some of us go searching for it; others discover it
unexpectedly. What matters is our response when God reveals it to us. If you are a believer, think about
when you became a Christian. How did God reveal His Kingdom to you?

4. What do these stories teach you about the value of what you hold in your heart?

5. I n each of these stories, the men made a costly choice in order to obtain their treasure. Similarly, the
Christian life is not without sacrifice. What are some of the things that you, as a middle school student,
have had to give up so that you can follow Him with your whole heart?

6. L ikewise, the Christian life is not without reward. What are some of the rewards you’ve encountered as
a follower of Jesus? What treasures are you looking forward to receiving?

7. What lesson is God teaching you today through His stories?

Making It Personal
Matthew 6:21 says that “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” What is your greatest
treasure? If it’s something besides God, what are you seeking to gain from that treasure? Take time to
pray, asking God to take first place in your heart.
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Lesson Plan

Stories:
Hidden Treasure

Stuff You’ll Need:
[ ] T wo blindfolds (such as bandanas)
[ ] T wo bags (pillowcases or duffel bags)
[]R
 andom objects, two of each (see Opener)
[]P
 rize of your choice (such as candy)
[]C
 opies of “Treasure Chest” Handout

Lesson Objective:
To teach that Jesus’ Kingdom is to be treasured when it is discovered, and to encourage students to make
their relationship with God their greatest treasure.

Bible Passage:
The Stories of the Hidden Treasure & The Pearl (Matthew 13:44-46)

Bible Truth:
God’s Kingdom is a treasure that is here among us now. A wise person, when the Kingdom is revealed to
him, will recognize its value and claim it as his own.

Optional Opener:
Treasure Trove

(15 minutes)

Divide your group into two teams. Prior to your gathering, stuff two large sacks, such as pillowcases or
duffel bags, with an assortment of objects. For each round, specify what treasure (one for each bag) they
are looking for. The students will have to sift through the bags, blindfolded, to locate the treasures you
specify. Some suggestions include:
[]A
 penny
[]A
 plastic spoon or fork
[]A
 key
[]A
 piece of candy or stick of gum
[]A
 toothbrush
Feel free to modify this list according to what you have on hand. With your students divided into teams,
inform them that each team will receive a bag of loot that they will raid for treasure. For each round, you
will tell the teams what object to look for. The first team to locate that object will score a point. The catch
is, only one team member will be able to hunt for the object at a time, and he or she must be blindfolded.
Fellow teammates are not allowed to peek in the bag or assist their teammate. At the end of the game,
the team with the most points will win a real treasure (such as candy).
To add to the challenge, consider placing some dummy objects in the bag. For instance, if the students
have to locate a penny, insert a quarter, nickel, and dime as well. You could even put the penny in an old
wallet inside the bag! Make it as easy or difficult as you like (so long as you can finish within the 15minute time frame).

Introduction:

(2 minutes)

(Hold up your Bible.) Have you ever thought of your Bible as a treasure map? Think about it: in this book,
God provides us with a detailed map of how to find the greatest treasure of all — the Kingdom of Heaven.
And He doesn’t do it through mysterious clues; He clearly shows us the way. Now, if someone gave you
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a map that told you where to find priceless treasure, don’t you think you would study it and follow it
carefully? That’s how God’s Word is. All of us are treasure hunters. We know that the riches of God’s
Kingdom are available to us now through Jesus, and we study this book so that we can uncover those
riches and enjoy them as we experience God in our daily lives.

Bible Application:

(20 minutes)

Have you ever seen the “Antiques Roadshow” on TV? Basically, it’s a reality show where people bring in
their treasures to be evaluated by a professional appraiser — someone who will tell them what their items
are worth. Sometimes they are family heirlooms; sometimes they are items that were picked up at garage
sales; and most often they are things that were collecting dust in the garage. Many people are surprised
to learn that objects they’d thought were worthless are actually quite valuable. One man brought in a
hand-woven Navajo blanket that his grandmother had given him. He had been storing it on the back of a
rocking chair in his bedroom for years. He was shocked to discover that the blanket was incredibly rare
and was actually worth close to half a million dollars!
A treasure is one thing; being able to recognize it as treasure is another. Many people heard Jesus teach,
but not everyone saw the value in His words. This week we read about two men who recognized the value
of the treasures they found.
Ask for a student to read Matthew 13:44-46 aloud, then discuss the following questions:

According to the first story, what is the Kingdom of Heaven like?
As we read in this week’s devo, this was not a case of finders keepers. In order to own the treasure, the
man had to own the field. What did the purchase of the field cost him?
How does this story describe the man’s attitude when he bought the field?
Would you expect someone who’d just sold all that he had to feel that way?
What’s the reason behind his joy?
In the second story a merchant is searching for fine pearls. Do you think he expected to find one of such
value? Why or why not?
In each case, which would you say was worth more: the treasure, or their possessions?
What do these stories teach us about the value of the Kingdom of Heaven?

Interactive Learning:

(15 minutes)

Instruct the students to pair up with a partner. Together, they will complete the “Treasure Chest” Handout,
interview style, where they will write down each other’s responses (as a “getting to know you” exercise).
*Remind them that, when asked to name their treasures, this is not an occasion for bragging. Their
greatest treasures may have very little material value, such as their Bible, a photo album, or their first
stuffed animal.
Regroup and give the students an opportunity to share and discuss their answers.

Commitment:
Since everything we have is from God, it makes sense that we would value Him more than any other
treasure — He is the giver of all good things! If something else has taken first place in your heart, confess
it to God. Pray that He would make you as eager for His Kingdom as the men in these stories were.
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Closing:
Give the students an opportunity to offer sentence prayers to God, completing the sentence:
“God, You are my treasure because ___________________________.”
After a few minutes, close in prayer, thanking God for the priceless treasure of His Kingdom that He has
made known to us.
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Title
Goes Here
“quote goes here and here and here and might even
extend this far if not further. How sweet is that?”
— Author of Quote

What are your greatest intangible
treasures — meaning things that
you can’t hold in your hand — like a
relationship, talent, or feeling? What
makes them treasures?

What kinds of treasure does the
world offer?

What kinds of treasure does the
Kingdom of Heaven offer?

treasure chest — week three

What tangible objects — meaning
actual physical objects that you can
touch — do you consider your greatest
treasures? What makes them special?

Take a look at all of the valuables contained in these four treasure chests.
Now circle one treasure for which you would be willing to give up everything you own,
just to obtain it. Why did you select that?
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Stories:
Ready or Not
“So stay alert. You have no idea when he might
arrive.”
— Matthew 25:13 (The Message)

Day 1
1. Which of the following best describes you?
[ ] I plan ahead and am prepared for most situations.
[ ] I prefer to go with the flow and figure things out as I go along.
[ ] I am usually caught unprepared.
2. Read the story of the ten bridesmaids in Matthew 25:1-13. Here Jesus teaches about the importance
of being prepared for His return. In this story, what does the wedding banquet represent? Who is the
bridegroom?

3. Of the ten bridesmaids, how many knew that the bridegroom would be coming?

4. How many prepared for his arrival?

5. What preparations did some make as they waited for him?
[ ] They got their beauty sleep.
[ ] They took extra oil for their lamps.
[ ] They prepared food for the wedding banquet.
[ ] They purchased gifts for the bride and groom.
6. Why did some bridesmaids bring extra oil?
[ ] They wanted to make the other bridesmaids look foolish.
[ ] It was a wedding gift.
[ ] They wanted to be ready in case the bridegroom arrived late.
[ ] They needed their lamps to shine brighter than the rest.
7. What made some of the bridesmaids’ laziness so foolish? (Check all that apply)
[ ] They relied on other people rather than preparing themselves.
[ ] They should have tried harder to get the other bridesmaids to share.
[ ] They could have easily bought extra oil ahead of time.
[ ] Their foolishness cost them their seats at the banquet.
[ ] Other:
8. Why did the bridesmaids refuse to share their oil?
[ ] They only had enough oil to keep their own lamps burning.
[ ] Oil was very expensive.
[ ] They were being selfish.
[ ] They wanted to impress the bridegroom.
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Ready or not, here he… came? Even though they knew the bridegroom would be coming, some of the
bridesmaids failed to take the necessary steps to prepare for his arrival. Extra oil, like faith, cannot be
borrowed at the last minute. Each of us must have our own.

Day 2
1. I f you knew that Jesus was coming back tomorrow, what would you do today? Would you live your life
any differently than you do every other day?

2. J esus told us to keep watch, because no one knows the day or the hour of His return (Matthew 25:13).
How should this affect how we live?

3. Judging from the behavior of the foolish bridesmaids, how seriously did they take the bridegroom?
[ ] Very seriously—they wanted to be prepared for his arrival.
[ ] Kind of seriously—they looked forward to his coming but were more concerned with their own plans.
[ ] Not seriously at all—they didn’t want to have anything to do with him.
4. Read the following statements and mark whether they are wise (“W”) or foolish (“F”):
______ My parents are both Christians, so I know I’ll go to Heaven.
______ I’ve got plenty of time to become a Christian. For now, I’ll live my way.
______ I need to live like Jesus will come back at any minute.
______ God won’t really send people to Hell.
______ Real faith doesn’t flare up and burn out quickly. It lasts a lifetime.
5. F aith in Jesus is the lamp that lights our path as we follow Him. Is it possible to live off of someone
else’s faith (such as your parents’ or friends’), or does it have to be your own? Explain.

6. When you look at your own faith right now, how would you describe the light it gives you?
[ ] Burning brightly — I am living for Jesus.
[ ] Flickering — I believe in Jesus, but I am struggling with doubt and disobedience.
[ ] Dim — I believe in Jesus, but I have chosen not to follow Him right now.
[ ] Dark — I don’t know Jesus (or don’t want to).
7. If Jesus were to come back today, would you be ready? Why or why not?
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Making It Personal
Real faith doesn’t flare up for an instant and disappear. Real faith keeps burning even in the darkest
times. When we trust God and live for Him, He is our light. Psalm 18:28 reads: “You, O LORD, keep my
lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light.” If you are struggling in your faith, ask God to refresh
you by His Spirit so that you can live each day for Him.
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Lesson Plan

Stories:
Ready or Not

Stuff You’ll Need:
[ ] Old magazines and/or newspaper ads
[ ] Scissors (multiple pairs)
[ ] Glue sticks or tape
[ ] Paper
[ ] Scenario Sheet, cut into strips

Lesson Objective:
To help students to get serious about their faith and live in readiness for Jesus Christ.

Bible Passage:
The Story of the Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13)

Bible Truth:
No one knows when Jesus will return, so we must be ready and watching.

Optional Opener:
Be Prepared

(15-20 minutes)

Divide your group into smaller groups of two or three. Provide each group with an old magazine or stack
of newspaper ads (such as those you find in the Sunday paper), along with scissors, a glue stick, and a
piece of paper.
Inform the students that this week you will be talking about the importance of being prepared. As an
illustration, each group will be given a scenario for which they must prepare by cutting out pictures of the
things they would need to get ready for a particular event. For example, if you knew that you would be
babysitting your four-year-old twin cousins for a week, you might need toys, snacks, headache medicine,
ideas of places to go, etc. Give the students 10 minutes and then gather them together. Have each group
talk about their scenario and hold up the display they have created, explaining why they chose those
particular items.
Leaders: See Scenario Sheet on last page of lesson plan.

Introduction:
Have you ever seen the bumper sticker that reads: “Jesus is coming. Look busy.”? I’m sure that all of us,
on the day Jesus returns, hope that He finds us going about His work as He commanded us. But do most
of us live each day as if He might return at any moment?
If you knew that Jesus was coming back tomorrow, what would you do today?
Would you live your life any differently than you do every other day?
Being prepared for Jesus’ return isn’t just about what we do. More importantly, God is concerned with
who we are. The works that we do on the outside are just a reflection of the transformation that has taken
place on the inside when we trust in Jesus. He is the one who reserves our seat at the wedding feast.
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Interactive Learning:

(10 minutes)

This week we read the Story of the Ten Bridesmaids in Matthew 25:1-13. As a review, I’m going to have us
retell the story as a group, using our own words. Take out your Bibles and spend a few minutes re-reading
the story to refresh your memory.
One-Sentence Story: Give the students time (3 minutes) to individually review the passage. Then go around
the room and have them retell the story, with each student adding just one sentence of his or her own
words. If you want to make it more challenging, add a rule that the first word of each new sentence must
begin with the same letter as the last word of the previous sentence..

Bible Application:
According to Jewish custom, once a couple was betrothed, or set apart for one another in marriage, the
groom would go away for a year’s time to prepare a home for his bride. When the home was finished
he would return to get his bride, usually in the middle of the night (adding an element of surprise. How
romantic!). The groom and his groomsmen would arrive at the bride’s house by lamplight. Before their
arrival, they would give out a shout to let the bride know that her groom was on his way.
Since the exact time of the groom’s arrival was unknown, the bride and her bridesmaids needed to be
ready.
(For the girls) Can you imagine knowing that you were going to get married, but not being sure when the
wedding day would be? You’d probably make sure you brushed your teeth and combed your hair before
climbing into bed at night!

When we recognize the reality of Jesus’ return, it changes the way we live. We make certain preparations,
because we want to be ready when He comes!
Discussion Questions:
What mistake did the foolish bridesmaids make?
What did they miss as a result of their foolishness?
What did the bridegroom say to them when they tried to enter the banquet? (Matthew 25:12)
What is Jesus teaching us through this story?
What does it look like to be ready for God?
Is it all about our works, or is it more than that?
How can we live in readiness for God? Give some examples (i.e., at home, at school, in our community).

Commitment:
Who do you relate to most in this story? If Jesus were to come back today, would you be ready? If the
answer is no, I encourage you to come see me after we wrap up. I would love to talk with you.
As we go about our week, let’s all of us be thinking about what it would be like if Jesus came back today.
What should we or shouldn’t we be doing to prepare for His arrival? How can we be ready?

Closing:
Thank God for sending Jesus, who laid down His life so that we can have a seat at the wedding banquet in
Heaven. Ask Him to strengthen your faith so that, when He returns, He will find you ready and waiting.
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---------------------------------------------------------------Hurricane Helga is heading right for your home and is expected to hit sometime within the next two days. Although the weatherman cannot predict the
exact time of its arrival, he is certain that it will be one of the most powerful
storms of the season. How will you prepare?
---------------------------------------------------------------The doctor has just informed you that you need to have your tonsils removed. You will be home in bed for a whole week as you recover from surgery. How will you prepare?
---------------------------------------------------------------Your Great-Aunt Betsy is in town and will be staying with your family for the
weekend. She is 87 years old and in poor health, so this may be your last opportunity to spend time together. How will you prepare?
---------------------------------------------------------------You and your family have made plans to spend spring break camping in the
woods so that you can enjoy the great outdoors. This is the first camping trip
you have taken as a family. How will you prepare?
---------------------------------------------------------------Your soccer team has been invited to travel to Europe to play in a major
sports competition. Unfortunately, the cost of the trip is very high. You and
your teammates are determined that everyone should get to go. How will
you prepare?
----------------------------------------------------------------

“Be Preapared” Scenario sheet — week four

LEADERS: Cut along dotted lines and distribute one scenario to each group.

Your church wants to host a dinner for needy families in the community, but
they have no one to organize it. You sense that God is calling you to do the
job. How will you prepare?
----------------------------------------------------------------
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notes

this book belongs to:

Jesus used stories — parables — to get a point across. He asked us
to learn from His words, to apply them to our lives, and to share
His truth with the world. He called us to let His stories influence
the story of our lives.
And that’s what this book is about — a chance to not only
discover the point behind the parables, but to also get to know
the Storyteller and the role you play in the tale He’s telling.
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