
What does this story tell you about Martha? 
      1) She worked hard. 
      2) She showed her love through serving. 
      3) She was very practical. 
      4) She loved Jesus as much as Mary did.  
 
What does this story tell you about Mary? 
      1) She was humble. 
      2) She loved Jesus more than anything else. 
      3) Money meant nothing to her. 
      4) She had long hair. 
 
What does this story tell you about Judas? 
      1) He was dishonest. 
      2) He disagreed with Jesus.  
      3) He didn’t like perfume. 
      4) He cared about the poor.  
 
What does this story tell you about the Pharisees? 
      1) They couldn’t see that Jesus was their Messiah. 
      2) They were jealous of Jesus’ followers. 
      3) They had lost all perspective of right and wrong. 
      4) They were cunning.  
 
What can you learn from this story about love? 
      1) It is expensive. 
      2) It is messy. 
      3) It is extravagant. 
      4) It is misunderstood.  
 
Who do you relate to most in this story and why? 
 
 
 
Have Bible stories about Jesus changed your view of what is important in life?  If so, explain. 
 
 
 
Behind the Story 
John was the last gospel written. He knew of the others, so most Bible scholars regard his as  
clarifying their details. Read Mark 14:1-11 and Matthew 26:6-13. Write below the unique things  
each tells us:  

Take some time to read the story of Jesus 
being anointed in John 12:1-11. 

Jesus often ate in the homes of His followers, but this meal was unique. Why is this dinner  
given in Jesus’ honor? 
 
 
 
This perfume cost Mary a year’s wages. What does this show you about her relationship  
with Jesus? 
 
 
 
A large crowd gathered around the house. Who did they want to see, and why? 

        In this story, Jesus has returned to the home of Mary and Martha. What unusual thing 
did Mary do as Jesus was reclining at dinner? 
 
 
 

Who objected to her actions and why?  
 
 
 
How did Jesus respond to these objections?  
 
 
 
How did the Pharisees plan to destroy the evidence of Jesus’ power? (See John 12:11. ) 

 
 
 

Jesus is Anointed  
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