[KING SAUL] Why hasn't David come to the meal? Bring him
to me. He must die!

[JONATHAN] /Jonathan sits and dines with King Saul.]
Why do you want to put him to death? What has he done?

[NARRATOR] Saul threw his spear at Jonathan to kill him.
Then Jonathan knew his father wanted to kill David. He was
very sad his father was treating David so badly. The next
morning Jonathan went out to the field to meet David. He took
a young boy with him.

[JONATHAN] /To servant boy.JRun and find the arrows I
shoot. [Jonathan pretends to shoot three arrows. The servant boy
runs to retrieve them.] The arrow went far beyond you, didn't
it? Hurry up! Run fast! [The servant boy picks up imaginary ar-
rows, then gives the arrows and bow to Jonathan.]Go back to
town. Take the weapons with you.

[NARRATOR] After the boy left, David got up from the south
side of the stone. Three times he bowed down in front of
Jonathan with his face to the ground. Then, they kissed each
other and cried. David cried more than Jonathan.

[JONATHAN] /7o David.] 6o in peace. In the name of the Lord
we have taken an oath. We have promised to be friends. We
have said, "The Lord is a witness between you and me. He's a
witness between your children and my children forever.”

[NARRATOR] David left and Jonathan went back to town.

[The End]
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READERS' THEATRE
DAVID, JONATHAN,

AND SAUL
1 Samuel 17:50-20:42 (NIRV)

[

This Readers’ Theatre Script is a compilation of various scripture quotes
from 1 Samuel 17:50-20:42. The quotes are taken directly from the
New International Readers’ Version.

Teacher assigns roles and puts everyone in places for scene. Non-readers
and younger students often prefer to dress up and act out each sentence as
the teacher and assistant read. Older, more proficient readers, may want to
read parts. Jonathan's role requires the most reading; choose a child who
enjoys reading or choose an adult assistant to play that role.

1. NARRATOR: Teacher or assistant

2. DAVID: Holds harp

3. KING SAUL: Wears crown

4. JONATHAN: Wears robe, belt, sword, carries bow

5. SERVANT BOY: Carries bow and imaginary arrows for Jonathan
6. ISRAELITE WOMEN: Remaining girls

7. PILE OF STONES: Remaining boys

Props
e Bow: Bend a wire clothes hanger to make bow's arc. Tightly attach a

string to each end of the arc.
* Harp: Tightly attach 4 or more strings to any type clothes hanger.
Optional: Use paper or imaginary props.

Scene

Opens with King Saul seated on throne (stage left).

David and Jonathan standing together (center stage).

Israelite women and servant boy sit in semi-circle facing the action,
The stone pile sits together on the floor (stage right).
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