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 Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14 
God of Wonders Part 1: Miracles of Jesus 

Unit 1, Lesson 1 
 
 

Jesus’ First Miracle 
Lesson Aim: To recognize miracles of transformation and  

understand God’s purpose for them. 
 

THE WORSHIP 
Who God Is: The God of Wonders 

THE WORD 
What He has done: Jesus turned water into wine at the wedding in Cana.  

Scripture Focus: John 2:3-11 Key Verse: John 2:11 
Christ Connection: Psalm 19:1; Isaiah 43:1, 7 

THE WAY 
The Big Question: Why does God perform miracles? 

UNIT 1 FOCUS VERSE 
“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  

according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus  
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21  

Unit 1: Jesus as the God of Wonders 
 Bible Story What He Has Done Lesson Aim 
1 Jesus’ First Miracle, 

John 2:3-11  
Jesus turned water into wine at 
the wedding in Cana.  

To recognize miracles of transformation 
and understand God’s purpose for them. 

2 Filling the Nets, 
Luke 5:1-11;  
Matthew 28:16-20 

Jesus filled the nets to call His 
followers.  

To understand that witnessing a miracle 
can inspire others to follow Jesus. 

3 Calming the Storm, 
Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 28:18 

Jesus calmed the wind and 
waves. 

To trust in God’s power and authority 
during the storms of our lives. 

4 Healing Jairus’ Daughter, 
Luke 8:40-42, 49-56;  
Hebrews 4:16 

Jesus healed a 12-year old girl. To trust God’s ability and desire to heal 
us physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

5 Feeding the Five Thousand,  
John 6:1-15 

Jesus fed 5,000 people with 5 
small loaves of bread and 2 fish. 

To see how God includes and expects us 
to participate in His miracles.  

LEADER’S ENCOURAGEMENT This week, read John 1:1-14. Please join us in praying, “Thank You, Lord for 
Your miracles. Fill the students with Your Spirit, that they may put their faith in You. Amen.” 
Lesson Aims are based on reflecting God’s character as we participate in His actions to, for, and in the world. 
Take Home Elements: The Journal Entry, Action Card, and Family Discussion Card may be sent home to 
encourage students to reflect on the lesson. The Journal Entry is an in-depth personal study. The Action Card is 
a visual reminder of the Bible story, God’s action, and how we can join into that action. The Family Discussion 
Card gives parents and guardians a way to engage their students in what they are learning. 
Leader’s Tip: For larger gatherings, teach THE WELCOME, THE WORSHIP, and THE WORD in a large group setting 
and divide into small groups for discussion with THE WAY.  
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Getting started 

THE WELCOME  
 

 
Suggestion: Choose a game that focuses on ideas such as water jars, weddings, transformation, purpose, 
or miracles.  
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 1: UPSIDE, DOWNSIDE 
Purpose: To introduce the miracle of Jesus turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana. 
Supplies: 20-30 full-size cups, timer 
Preparation: Place the cups (half up and half down) on the floor throughout the play area. 
 
Directions:  

1. Divide the group into two teams. One team is the “Up Siders” and the other is the “Down Siders.”  
2. On your signal, the “Up Siders” work to turn all the cups face up while the “Down Siders” work to 

turn all the cups face down. 
3. At the end of 10 minutes, the team with the most cups facing in their team’s direction wins. 

 
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 2: TOILET PAPER BRIDE 
Purpose: To introduce the miracle of Jesus turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana. 
Supplies: Rolls of toilet paper 
 
Directions:  

1. Divide the group into teams of 4-8 people. If you have a large group, you may wish to have two 
teams and let everyone else watch. 

2. Each team must choose one girl to volunteer for this game. 
3. Give each team four rolls of toilet paper. 
4. On your signal, give teams 10 minutes to dress their volunteers in a full wedding outfit including 

veil, train, bouquet, etc., with the toilet paper.  
5. Afterward, have the volunteers model their outfits. Give points or awards for the best outfit. 
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Jesus as the God of Wonders 

THE WORSHIP  
 

 
Note to Leader: The instructions below are suggestions only. Adapt this time of worship to suit your 
environment, resources, and cultural expression. Encourage students to broaden their view of corporate 
worship by including a variety of expressions such as group prayer, group praise, silent meditation, singing, 
listening to music, reading scripture, collecting an offering, drama, dance, visual arts, and/or a physical 
exploration of nature or neighborhoods.  
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals:   
 
  
 
Today, we worship Jesus as the God of Wonders. Wonders are miracles. The first miracle ever 
recorded was the creation of the heavens and the earth.  During that time, God created the 
water and the grapes that would be used thousands of years later to bring Him glory in the 
first miracle Jesus performed as a part of His public ministry. Let’s take time now to praise God 
for all the miracles He has done, including all the things He has created. 
 
Read the Unit 1 Focus Verse: Ephesians 3:20-21. 
  
 

Sing worship songs and guide students to focus on God’s miracles. 
 
 

Read Psalm 136:3-4. 
 
 

Invite students to offer sentences of praise to God by completing the following sentence: 
“Lord, we worship You for _________________.” 
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Jesus turned water into wine 

THE WORD Presentation  
 

 
Note to Leader: Adapt this segment to your setting (Sunday School class, youth group, multi-age 
gathering, youth camp, retreat, etc.). In some settings, you may choose to have a student read the 
scripture aloud, and then have the leader, in his or her own words, briefly communicate the Teaching 
Points, the Christ Connection, and the Big Question. In other settings, a teacher, pastor, or other 
experienced speaker may present a lecture or extended message that includes those same elements. 
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: 
You may choose to include an object lesson, video clip, drama, dance, song, or work of art to illustrate the 
teaching points.  
Option 1:   
 
Option 2:   
 

TEACHING POINTS  
Consider current culture and influences impacting your students, and adjust the teaching accordingly.  
 

Read the suggested scripture and communicate each of the points noted. 
Jesus’ background: Jesus was born in Bethlehem during the reign of King Herod. Herod had been appointed 
King of the Jews by the Roman Senate. When he heard the wise men ask where the King of the Jews had 
been born, he feared this baby would grow up to take over his throne. After Jesus’ birth, an angel warned 
Joseph that Herod wanted to kill Jesus, so the family went into hiding in Egypt. When it was safe to return 
to Israel, they went to Nazareth where Jesus grew up (Matthew 2).  When Jesus was 12 years old, the 
temple leaders were impressed with His understanding of the scriptures (Luke 2:46-47). Like His father 
Joseph, Jesus was a carpenter. Most Bible scholars think Jesus worked as a carpenter until about age 30. At 
that time, He was baptized by His cousin, John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-17). Then Jesus began His 
ministry—teaching and performing miracles to help people understand who God is and what He has done.  
Jesus, His followers, and His mother, Mary, were all invited to the wedding in Cana. Although the exact 
location is unknown, Cana was somewhere near the Sea of Galilee. 
The leader or a student reads John 2:3-11. 
 The wedding feast would have lasted for a week or longer and entire villages would be invited with 

the expectation of eating and drinking all they wanted. To run out of food or drink would have been 
an embarrassment to the family. 

 Jesus was not being disrespectful when He called His mother, “woman;” it was a common way to 
respectfully address women at the time.  

 When Jesus said, “My hour has not yet come,” He most likely meant that it wasn’t time yet for Him 
to begin His public ministry and reveal Himself to the world as the Messiah. 

 Purification was an important part of the Jewish culture and required by Moses’ law. The six stone 
water jars were probably used for the wedding guests to purify themselves before eating. Each jar 
would have held 20-30 gallons of water. 

 The Bible says Jesus revealed His glory through this miracle. God’s glory refers to His greatness and 
perfect nature.  
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THE WORD Presentation continued 
 
 Jesus could have turned a cup of water into all the wine the guests could drink, but He performed a 

miracle not of multiplication but of transformation—He transformed (changed) the water into wine.  
 Normally, the best wine would have been served first. The master of the banquet said the 

bridegroom had saved the best wine until last. Jesus took ordinary water and transformed it into 
something extraordinary.  

 Every miracle Jesus performed was for a purpose— to show His power and authority, to point 
people to Him, and so they would know He is God.  

 God continues to do miracles every day, but we don’t always notice them. Every time a baby is 
born, God has done a miracle. Miracles happen when someone inexplainably avoids an accident, is 
suddenly healed, or needs are mysteriously met. Miracles can be any extraordinary observable event 
that can’t be reasonably explained. 

 The Bible doesn't say whether the servants witnessed the dramatic moment the water changed to 
wine. Instead, they witnessed the result of the transformation and how it brought glory to God.  In 
the same way, whether or not we see miracles happen, we do see lives change. When we give God 
the credit and praise Him for His miracles, we bring Him glory and help others put their faith in Him. 

 
Connecting the Old Testament, the New Testament, and Us 
CHRIST CONNECTION 
 

In the whole story of God, what's the connection between this New Testament story and the Old Testament?  
 The miracle Jesus performed at the wedding in Cana was the first of many signs through which 

Jesus revealed His greatness. Thousands of years earlier, God performed the first miracle of all–the 
creation of the heavens, the earth, and everything in and on the earth, including us!  

The leader or a student reads aloud Psalm 19:1. 
 All of creation declares God’s glory. 

The leader or a student reads aloud Isaiah 43:7. 
 We were created so His glory might be known and praised.  

The leader or a student reads aloud Isaiah 43:1. 
 Jesus came to the world as our Savior so that through our salvation God would be glorified by 

demonstrating He is a God of mercy and love. You are not saved because of anything you have or 
haven’t done; you are saved for God’s glory. 

 When we choose to have a personal relationship with Jesus, our lives are transformed, but it doesn’t 
end there. The Holy Spirit continues to work within us every day to transform us and to make us 
more like Jesus. 

 Mary trusted Jesus to help even without knowing how He would do it. We can bring our struggles to 
Jesus in prayer and trust Him to transform us, too. Just as He changed the water into wine to bring 
Him glory, He will change us to bring Him glory. 
 

THE BIG QUESTION  
Introduce and elaborate on this question. Students will answer it in their discussion group.  
 

Why does God perform miracles? 
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Seeing miracles of transformation 

  THE WAY Discussion 
 

GETTING STARTED Display and review the Discussion Group Covenant below: 

We will include everyone here, treating one another with respect and kindness.  
We will encourage everyone here to express their thoughts and opposing views. 
 
Every student shares his or her best experience or greatest challenge of the past week. 
 
READ IT AGAIN  

Read John 2:3-11 silently or aloud. 
How confident was Mary that Jesus would help? Why do you think she was so 
confident? 
What kind of quality was the wine? What does this tell us about who Jesus is and 
what He has come to do? 
Why do you think Jesus performed this miracle behind-the-scenes? 
According to John 2:11, what two things happened as a result of this first miracle?  
 
THE BIG QUESTION Invite students to share their answers. 

Why does God perform miracles?  
 
TAKE ACTION Lead students in a discussion using the questions below. 

Miracles can be any extraordinary observable event that can’t be reasonably 
explained.  
When have you witnessed a miracle in your life or the life of someone you know? 
How did that miracle give God glory and point others to Him? 
How were the people involved in that miracle transformed either in heart, mind, 
body, or soul? 
Ask each student to complete this sentence: God calls us to give Him the credit He 
deserves for the miracles we witness SO THAT others might ___________________. 

 
PRAY Share prayer requests and answered prayers.  

Have students pray with partners, or have the whole group pray together. 
 
FINAL FIVE MINUTES When only 5 minutes remain, begin this segment. 

Give each student Action Card #1 and Journal Entry #1. Take home today’s Action Card as 
a reminder of how we can join in what God is doing. Use the Journal Entry as your 
personal devotional study. Complete your Journal Entries at home and keep them 
together in a notebook or in your Bible. Optional: Provide parent or guardian with Family 
Discussion Card #1. 

 



GOD OF WONDERS 
JOURNAL ENTRY #1 
Jesus’ First Miracle 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  S AY ?  

• Pray!!! Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what He wants you 
to learn from this passage.  

• Read John 2:3-11.   

• In your own words, describe what Jesus did to solve the 
problem at the wedding.  

• When Jesus does miracles, does He just barely meet the 
minimum or does He provide abundantly? 

• What did the people believe because of this miracle? 

• Why does God perform miracles? 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  M E A N ?  

• How does this passage show Jesus cares about what happens 
in our daily lives?  

• In your own words, what is God’s glory?  

• What did this miracle mean to His disciples? 

WHAT  C A N  I  D O ?  

• Miracles can be any extraordinary observable event that can’t 
be reasonably explained.  

• When have you witnessed someone’s heart, mind, body or soul 
changed for the better after a miracle?  

• List a few ways God might use you after a miracle to help point 
others to Him? 
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