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 Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14 
God of Wonders Part 2: Genesis through Joshua 

Unit 5, Lesson 23 
 
 

Creating the World: Day 2-5  
Lesson Aim: To consider how God might use us  

to bring order out of chaos. 
 

THE WORSHIP 
Who God Is: The God Who Creates 

THE WORD 
What He Has Done: God brought order out of chaos. 

Scripture Focus: Genesis 1:6-25 Key Verse: Genesis 1:24, 25 
Christ Connection: Romans 8:28 

THE WAY 
The Big Question: How do we recognize chaos in our lives and the lives of others? 

UNIT 5 FOCUS VERSE 
“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature— 

have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made,  
so that people are without excuse.” Romans 1:20 

Unit 5: The God Who Creates 
 Bible Story What He Has Done Lesson Aim 
22 Creating the World: Day 1, 

Genesis 1:1-5 
God brought light into darkness.  To see how we can be light in dark 

places.  
23 Creating the World: Days 2-5, 

Genesis 1:6-25 
God brought order out of chaos.   To consider how God might use us to 

bring order out of chaos. 
24 Creating the World: Day 6, 

Genesis 1:26-31 
God created us in His image. To explore ways we can reflect God’s 

character in the world.  
25 Adam and Eve in the Garden, 

Genesis 2:5-24; 3:20 
God made Adam and Eve and placed 
them in the Garden of Eden. 

To see God created us for specific 
relationships with Him and others.  

26 The Day of Rest,  
Genesis 2:1-3;  
Exodus 20:8-11; 31:12-13, 16 

God blessed His day of rest and made 
it holy.  

To discover why we remember the 
Sabbath and keep it holy. 

LEADER’S ENCOURAGEMENT This week, read Ecclesiastes 3:1-11. Please join us in praying, “Thank You, 
Lord, for bringing order out of chaos. Fill the students with Your Spirit so that they might rest in the order 
You have established for their lives. Amen.” 
 

Lesson Aims are based on reflecting God’s character as we participate in His actions to, for, and in the world. 
Take Home Elements: The Journal Entry, Action Card, and Family Discussion Card may be sent home to encourage 
students to reflect on the lesson. The Journal Entry is an in-depth personal study. The Action Card is a visual reminder 
of the Bible story, God’s action, and how we can join into that action. The Family Discussion Card gives parents and 
guardians a way to engage their students in what they are learning. 
Leader’s Tip: For larger gatherings, teach THE WELCOME, THE WORSHIP, and THE WORD in a large group setting and 
divide into small groups for discussion with THE WAY.  
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Getting started 

THE WELCOME  
 

 
Suggestion: Choose a game that focuses on concepts related to the lesson such as creation, animals, 
order, or chaos.  
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 1: ANIMAL MIXER 
Purpose: To illustrate how God filled the earth with all types of animals 
Supplies: Small pieces of paper, pen, bucket 
Prepare: Write 5 or more different animals on the pieces of paper. There should be multiples of each 
animal. (Dog, cow, lamb, chicken, lion, etc.) If you have larger group of students you can make more sets 
of animals. Place cards in a bucket or open box. 
 
Directions: 

1. Each student chooses a paper from the bucket. 
2. Without talking, students walk about the area making animals sounds that represent the animal on 

their paper as they search for the students making the same animal sounds. For example, cows find 
the other cows, dolphins find the other dolphins, etc. 

3. Students then meet and visit with everyone in their animal group. 
 
 

ACTIVITY OPTION 2: SHARKS AND MINNOWS 
Purpose: To illustrate how God filled the seas with living things. 
Supplies: None 
Prepare: Provide an area with enough space for the students to play a game of tag. 
 
Directions: 

1. Choose one student to be the Shark. Remaining students are the Minnows. 
2. The Shark stays in the middle of the area, while all Minnows line up on one side of the area. 
3. On your signal, the Minnows try to get from one side of the area to the other without the Shark 

tagging them. If they are tagged they become Sharks. 
4. Repeat Step 2 until there is one or just a few Minnows left. They are the winners. 
5. For added fun, change the way the Minnows cross the area: hopping on one leg, crawling sideways 

like a crab, crawling on hands and knees, on all fours, etc. 
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The God who creates 

THE WORSHIP  
 

 
Note to Leader: The instructions below are suggestions only. Adapt this time of worship to suit your 
environment, resources, and cultural expression. Encourage students to broaden their view of corporate 
worship by including a variety of expressions such as group prayer, group praise, silent meditation, singing, 
listening to music, reading scripture, collecting an offering, drama, dance, visual arts, and/or a physical 
exploration of nature or neighborhoods.  
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: As the leader reads the Unit 5 Focus Verse or one of the passages listed, 
show a video or photographs featuring creation. 
 
 
Today, we worship God for who He is and what He has done in creating life. When we look at 
creation, we can see who God is.  
 
Later, we will read about how God created the universe and filled it with living things. As we 
worship God now, think about how God designed the beauty, strengths, and vulnerabilities of 
each unique living thing. Ponder the creative way He brings order, patterns, rhythm, and 
harmony to the universe, to earthly environments, and to all living things. 
 
Read the Unit 5 Focus Verse: Romans 1:20. 
 
 

Sing worship songs and guide students to focus on God as our Creator and on the concept of 
light in darkness. 

 
Read one or more of the following passages: Genesis 1:14-18; Ecclesiastes 3:1-11; 
Isaiah 42:5-7; Jeremiah 29:11-13. 
 
Invite students to offer sentences of praise to God for the order He brings to a specific 
environment, life cycle, or area of our own lives by completing the following sentence: “Lord, 
thank You for bringing order to ________.” 
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God brought order out of chaos 

THE WORD Presentation  
 

 
Note to Leader: Adapt this segment to your setting (Sunday School class, youth group, multi-age 
gathering, youth camp, retreat, etc.). In some settings, you may choose to have a student read the 
scripture aloud, and then have the leader, in his or her own words, briefly communicate the Teaching 
Points, the Christ Connection, and the Big Question. In other settings, a teacher, pastor, or other 
experienced speaker may present a lecture or extended message that includes those same elements. 
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: 
You may choose to include an object lesson, video clip, drama, dance, song, or work of art to illustrate the 
teaching points.  

Option 1: Create a splatter paint canvas. Use a few different paint colors to represent aspects of life 
that might create chaos in their lives, such as overwhelming change, conflict, loss, or crisis. 
Students use paintbrushes to splatter paint on a canvas while giving an example of a chaotic 
time in their own lives. 

Option 2:  Show an age-appropriate video clip illustrating a chaotic situation, and then discuss ways we 
might bring order into that situation. 

 
TEACHING POINTS  
Consider current culture and influences impacting your students, and adjust the teaching accordingly.  
 

Read the suggested scripture and communicate each of the points noted. 
Last time, we learned how God brought light into the darkness and how we can be a light in the darkness. 
Today, we will learn how God brough order out of chaos as He was intentional with what He created on 
days 2 through 5. We will learn how God can use us to bring order to the chaos around us. 
The leader or a student reads Genesis 1:6-25 aloud. 
 Chaos is disorder or confusion. 
 On Days 2-5, God brought order out of chaos by designing and creating different environments and 

filling them with living things. 
 In the same way, God brings order out of chaos in our lives and in today’s world. 
 When our lives are in chaos, we may experience fear, frustration or confusion. 
 Have you ever seen so much chaos happening around the world that you wondered if God was 

there at all? 
 When God meets us in our chaos, He brings order to the situation. We experience peace of mind 

and hope. He creates something good out of our chaos. 
 As followers of Christ, we are called to be present with others in their times of chaos and to help 

bring order, peace, and hope into their lives. 
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THE WORD Presentation continued 
 

 
Connecting the Old Testament, the New Testament, and Us 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
What is the connection between this story and Christ? 
 When God created the world, He saw that all He created was good.  
 The leader or a student reads Romans 8:28 aloud. 
 This scripture makes it sound like everything that happens to you will be good for you. However, 

that way of thinking is focused on the individual instead of the worldwide group of people who love 
God (the Church).  

 Let’s read this verse again, this time thinking about how God can work the chaos in our lives for the 
good of others who love Him. 

 The leader reads Romans 8:28 again, this time emphasizing the phrases “all things” and “those who 
love Him.” 

 At some point in your life, you may experience chaos that you are convinced will not work for your 
personal good. You may be right! But no matter what happens to any one member of the worldwide 
group who loves God, we can trust the promise that God is working all things (including chaos) for 
the good of those who love Him. In God’s plan, all things work together to bring His people back to 
Him, and that is very good. 
 

THE BIG QUESTION  
Introduce and elaborate on this question. Students will answer it in their discussion group. 
  

How do we recognize chaos in our lives and the lives of others? 
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Bringing order into chaos 

  THE WAY Discussion 
 

GETTING STARTED Display and review the Discussion Group Covenant below: 

We will include everyone here, treating one another with respect and kindness.  
We will encourage everyone here to express their thoughts and opposing views. 
 
Every student shares his or her best experience or greatest challenge of the past week. 
 
READ IT AGAIN  

Read Genesis 1:6-25 silently or aloud.  
As a student rereads the text aloud, students count how many times God says that His acts of 
creation are “good.”  
Why is it important to notice that what God creates is always good? 
Summarize what God created on each of days 2-5. 
What is your favorite thing God created in days 2-5? What do you imagine you might 
have seen and heard in that moment of creation? 
 
THE BIG QUESTION Invite students to share their answers. 

How do we recognize chaos in our lives and the lives of others? 
 
TAKE ACTION Lead students in a discussion using the questions below. 

Chaos is disorder and confusion. Describe a time of chaos in your own life or in the 
life of someone close to you. 
Share some examples of where you see God bringing goodness out of chaos. 
What are some ways we can come alongside someone whose life is in chaos? 
Ask each student to complete this sentence: God calls us to help others see how He brings 
order out of their chaos SO THAT others might ___________________. 
 
PRAY Share prayer requests and answered prayers.  

Have students pray with partners, or have the whole group pray together. 
 
FINAL FIVE MINUTES When only 5 minutes remain, begin this segment. 

Give each student Action Card #23 and Journal Entry #23. Take home today’s Action Card 
as a reminder of how we can join in what God is doing. Use the Journal Entry as your 
personal devotional study. Complete your Journal Entries at home and keep them 
together in a notebook or in your Bible. Optional: Provide parent or guardian with Family 
Discussion Card #23. 

 



GOD OF WONDERS 
JOURNAL ENTRY #23 
Creating the World: Days 2-5 
Genesis 1:6-25 

WHAT  D O E S  I T  S AY ?  
 Pray!!! Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what He wants you 

to learn from this passage. 

 Read Genesis 1:6-25. 

 Chaos is disorder and confusion. From a world that was 
dark, formless and empty, God brought order by creating 
time (day and night), dividing the world into environments 
(sky, land, seas) and then filling those environments with all 
kinds of created things. On a separate piece of paper, make 
a detailed list of what God created in Genesis 1:6-25. 

 

 

 How many times did God see that it was good? 

 When God names something, He gives it meaning. What 
three things did God name in verses 5-8? 

 

 

W H AT  D O E S  I T  M E A N ?  

 As you think about verse 6, take a short walk outside. The 
open space God created in the midst of the ancient waters 
still exists. Look up and you’ll notice it all around you! What 
does this show you about God’s power? 

 

 How did God’s separating the world into day and night, and 
then sky, land, and seas, bring order to the formless, empty 
world? 

 

 In the beginning, God brought order into the chaos of the 
world. In the same way, God brings order to the chaos 
(disorder or confusion) of our world today. When has God 
brought order and meaning into the chaos of your life or the 
life of someone you know ? 

 
 
 

WHAT  C A N  I  D O ?  
 God calls us to look for how He is moving and creating in the 

midst of chaos so that we can help others recognize this 
action of God in their own lives. Who do you know that is 
struggling to recognize God’s meaning for his or her life?   

 List some ways you might help them. 
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