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 Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14 
God of Wonders Part 2: Genesis through Joshua 

Unit 6, Lesson 30 
 
 

The Tower of Babel 
Lesson Aim: To bring glory to God through our good works. 

 
 

THE WORSHIP 
Who God Is: The God Who Provides 

THE WORD 
What He Has Done: God scattered the builders of the tower of Babel. 

Scripture Focus: Genesis 11:1-9; Proverbs 3:3-6 Key Verse: Genesis 11:4 
Christ Connection: Acts 2:1-8; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 

THE WAY 
The Big Question: What does bringing glory to God mean to you? 

UNIT 6 FOCUS VERSE 
“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:19  
Unit 6: The God Who Provides 

 Bible Story What He Has Done Lesson Aim 
27 The Fall of Man, 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-24; James 
1:13-15; 1 Corinthians 10:13 

God banished Adam and Eve 
from the garden when they 
disobeyed Him 

To know the importance of respecting 
the boundaries that God provides.  

28 Cain and Abel, 
Genesis 4:2b-16 

God showed mercy and 
justice to Cain. 

To see how God provides us with all we 
need to avoid sinning against others 

29 God Saves Noah,  
Genesis 6:5-9, 14, 19, 22; 7:16-18, 
23-24; 8:1, 6-12; 9:13-15 

God provided a way to save 
Noah, his family, and the 
animals.  

To explore what it means to trust God 
completely.  

30 The Tower of Babel, 
Genesis 11:1-9; Proverbs 3:3-6 

God scattered the builders of 
the tower of Babel. 

To bring glory to God through our good 
works.  

31 Abram’s Call and Covenant,  
Genesis 12:1-8, 15:1-6, 18 

God called Abram and made 
a covenant with him. 

To understand the role of faith in a 
covenant with God 

LEADER’S ENCOURAGEMENT This week, read 1 Corinthians 3:9-23. Please join us in praying, “Lord, Your 
ways are higher than ours. Use us to build Your kingdom instead of our own and help the students 
understand the difference between the two. Amen.” 
 
Lesson Aims are based on reflecting God’s character as we participate in His actions to, for, and in the world. 

Take Home Elements: The Journal Entry, Action Card, and Family Discussion Card may be sent home to encourage 
students to reflect on the lesson. The Journal Entry is an in-depth personal study. The Action Card is a visual reminder 
of the Bible story, God’s action, and how we can join into that action. The Family Discussion Card gives parents and 
guardians a way to engage their students in what they are learning. 
Leader’s Tip: For larger gatherings, teach THE WELCOME, THE WORSHIP, and THE WORD in a large group setting and 
divide into small groups for discussion with THE WAY.  
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Getting started 

THE WELCOME  
 

 
Suggestion: Choose a game that focuses on concepts related to the lesson such as different languages, 
construction, or scattering. 
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 1: NEWSPAPER TOWERS 
Purpose: To introduce the story of the tower of Babel. 
Supplies: Newspapers, tape, timer, measuring tape 
 
Directions:   

1. Divide the group into teams of 3-4 people. Give each team an equal amount of newspaper and a roll 
of tape. 

2. Set your timer for 10 minutes.  
3. On your signal, teams are challenged to build the tallest tower they can using only newspaper and 

tape. 
4. When only one minute remains, give teams a one minute warning. 
5. At the end of the time, all teams must stop working. Any tower that falls over before its height is 

judged cannot be repaired or built again. 
6. Measure the height of each tower. The winner is the team that successfully builds the tallest tower. 

 
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 2: SCATTER 
Purpose: To introduce the story of the tower of Babel. 
Supplies: (2) soft foam balls 
 
Directions:   

1. Have everyone bunch up in the middle, then the leader throws the balls up in the air and yells, 
"SCATTER!"  

2. Each person may choose to either run away or to attempt to get one of the balls. 
3. After getting a ball, the player may take up to three steps toward anyone they want to try to tag.  

• Any more than three steps, and they have to drop the ball right there and may not pick it 
back up. 

4. After taking the steps, the player throws the ball at the person of his or her choice.  
• If a person is hit or tries to catch the throw and drops it, he or she must sit down in that 

spot (this may be modified to have them move to the side of the play area). 
• If a throw is caught, the thrower must sit.  

5. Anyone can pick up a ball that is free. 
6. If a player who has previously tagged players is hit or drops a ball, then they must sit down and 

anyone they tagged may rejoin the game. 
7. The last player standing is the winner. 

 
  



THE WORSHIP, THE WORD & THE WAY ~ © 2017. Northland, A Church Distributed, Inc. ~ ResourceWell.org 
God of Wonders Unit 6, Lesson 30 ~ Ages 12-14 ~ Page 3 of 6 

 
The God who provides 

THE WORSHIP  
 

 
Note to Leader: The instructions below are suggestions only. Adapt this time of worship to suit your 
environment, resources, and cultural expression. Encourage students to broaden their view of corporate 
worship by including a variety of expressions such as group prayer, group praise, silent meditation, singing, 
listening to music, reading scripture, collecting an offering, drama, dance, visual arts, and/or a physical 
exploration of nature or neighborhoods.  
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals:   

  
 
Welcome! Today, we worship the God who provides all we need. He is greater than everyone 
and everything in heaven and on earth. We will focus on Him alone and point others to His 
greatness as we give Him our offerings of praise, prayer, and money. 
 
In today’s story, some people tried to build a great city and tower to make themselves seem 
important. God wants us to not only remember He is the greatest in all things, but He also 
wants us to point others to His greatness, otherwise known as His glory. 
 
Read the Unit 6 Focus Verse: Philippians 4:19. 
 
 

Sing worship songs and guide students to focus on God’s greatness. 
 

 
Read the following passage: Ephesians 3:20. 
 
 
Invite students to offer sentences of praise to God by completing the following sentence:  
“Lord, we worship You for _________________.” 
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God scattered the builders 

THE WORD Presentation  
 

Note to Leader: Adapt this segment to your setting (Sunday School class, youth group, multi-age 
gathering, youth camp, retreat, etc.). In some settings, you may choose to have a student read the 
scripture aloud, and then have the leader, in his or her own words, briefly communicate the Teaching 
Points, the Christ Connection, and the Big Question. In other settings, a teacher, pastor, or other 
experienced speaker may present a lecture or extended message that includes those same elements. 
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: 
You may choose to include an object lesson, video clip, drama, dance, song, or work of art to illustrate the 
teaching points.  

Option 1:    
Option 2:    

 
TEACHING POINTS  
Consider current culture and influences impacting your students, and adjust the teaching accordingly.  
 

Read the suggested scripture and communicate each of the points noted. 
Last time, we discovered how God saved Noah from the flood. We learned God also saves us from 
punishment for our sin. Today, we will read about some people who tried to build a city and tower to make 
themselves seem important. This ancient city was built on a plain in Shinar, which was in Mesopotamia.  
The leader or a student reads Genesis 11:1-9 aloud. 
 The people of Shinar were building a city with an amazing tower that would bring them fame and 

protect them from being scattered. Long ago, towers were thought to be stairways to heaven. The 
people of Shinar were building this kind of tower inside their city. It was to be a stairway to heaven 
that would make them famous. 

 Because they were building the city and tower to make a name for themselves, God caused 
confusion to scatter them. By doing this, God slowed the progression of evil, providing others with 
protection from the harm caused by people whose goal was their own power and fame. 

 God created us for relationship with Him. His plan is for His people to bring glory to Him alone. To 
bring glory to God is to point out to others how great He is, instead of how great we are. It is to 
make His name known, instead of making a name for ourselves.  

 It is not wrong in God’s eyes to build cities or tall towers, but it is wrong for us to build anything in 
order to make a name for ourselves. This story shows us that in God’s eyes, the right purpose for 
doing anything great is to bring glory to God, making His name known as the one true God. 

 In Genesis 11:7, the Lord said, “Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not 
understand each other.” This is the second place in the Bible where Lord has referred to Himself as 
“us”. The first was in Genesis 1:26 which says, “Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, 
in our likeness.” According to many Bible scholars, God is referring to Himself as us because He is 
one God in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. This three in one 
nature of God is known as the Trinity. 

 The city they were building was called Babel. The word “babel” sounds like a Hebrew word that 
means confusion. It was named after what God did to the language of the people building it.  
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THE WORD Presentation continued 
 
 In the perfect world God created, there was only one language. That created an atmosphere for 

unity and for accomplishing great things that would bring glory to God. When the people chose to 
pursue ways to make a name for themselves, God created confusion for them by introducing 
multiple languages. Multiple languages caused miscommunication and the building effort failed. 
Their goal to prevent scattering actually caused scattering. 

The leader or a student reads Proverbs 3:3-6. aloud.  
 The builders did not acknowledge God in all their ways. To acknowledge is to give someone credit 

for who they are and what they have done. Like the builders, we often want the credit for our 
accomplishments.  

 God is the one who makes our accomplishments possible. It can be tempting to take credit for 
something God has done through us. The builders made a plan for how they would become famous. 
God is the only one who can make us great or famous in a way that is good and pleasing to Him. 
Our challenge is to trust God to decide what we will accomplish and how others will know our name. 

 Most of us want to know our life counts in an important way. Some of us may want to build great 
buildings or to be famous for doing great things. God has given us the talents and gifts we need to 
do the important things He has already planned for us. God wants us to give Him the glory and 
credit for the great things He does through us. 

 
Connecting the Old Testament, the New Testament, and Us 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
What is the connection between this story and Christ? 
 In today’s story, God scattered people by confusing their language. Thousands of years later, 

through the coming of the Holy Spirit, God removed the barrier of different languages for the 
purpose of spreading the news about Jesus.  

The leader or a student reads Acts 2:1-8 aloud.  
 Thousands of years after God showed His greatness during the building of the tower of Babel, Paul 

prayed for us to bring glory to God, pointing others to Him through our good works. 
The leader or a student reads 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 aloud.  
 At times, it may be tempting to make choices as the builders of the tower of Babel did. It is more 

important to follow God’s directions for our lives than to follow our own plans. We don’t know God’s 
exact plan for our lives, but He has told us how to live a life that pleases Him. Details about that 
kind of life can be found in the Bible. This week pray about this challenge: Will you trust God 
enough to follow His plan for your life and give Him the credit for your successes?  
 

THE BIG QUESTION  
Introduce and elaborate on this question. Students will answer it in their discussion group. 
  

What does bringing glory to God mean to you?  
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Bringing glory to God 

  THE WAY Discussion 
 

GETTING STARTED Display and review the Discussion Group Covenant below: 

We will include everyone here, treating one another with respect and kindness.  
We will encourage everyone here to express their thoughts and opposing views. 
 
Every student shares his or her best experience or greatest challenge of the past week. 
 
READ IT AGAIN  

Read Genesis 11:1-9 silently or aloud.  
 
Why did the people want to build the city and its tower?  
What do you think these men expected to do, once their tower reached heaven?  
Why do you think this story was included in the Bible? 
 
THE BIG QUESTION Invite students to share their answers. 

What does bringing glory to God mean to you?  
 
TAKE ACTION Lead students in a discussion using the questions below. 

What do you think God wants from us as we build great buildings or do other 
amazing things?  
What is something great you would like to accomplish in your life? 
How might that bring glory to God? 
Ask each student to complete this sentence: God calls us to bring Him glory, SO THAT 
others might ___________________. 
 
PRAY Share prayer requests and answered prayers.  

Have students pray with partners, or have the whole group pray together. 
 
FINAL FIVE MINUTES When only 5 minutes remain, begin this segment. 

Give each student Action Card #30 and Journal Entry #30. Take home today’s Action Card 
as a reminder of how we can join in what God is doing. Use the Journal Entry as your 
personal devotional study. Complete your Journal Entries at home and keep them 
together in a notebook or in your Bible. Optional: Provide parent or guardian with Family 
Discussion Card #30. 

 



GOD OF WONDERS 
JOURNAL ENTRY #30 
The Tower of Babel 
Genesis 11:1-9 
 

WHAT  D O E S  I T  S AY ?  
 Pray!!!  Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what He wants you 

to learn from this passage. 

 Now read Genesis 11:1-9.  

 What were the motives of those building the tower? 

 What did God do to prevent them from finishing the tower? 

 God could have just destroyed the city and the tower. Why 
did he choose to confuse the people’s language instead? 

WHAT  D O E S  I T  M E A N ?  

 Why do you think God prevented the completion of the tower 
of Babel? 

 How does pride show itself in the tower of Babel story and 
how is it dangerous to the spiritual life? 

WHAT  C A N  I  D O ?  
 Do you think that the motivations driving the people in the 

story are the same as those driving our actions today? If so, 
what do you see as the outcome in our world today? If not, 
what’s different? 

 What might it look like to “make a name for ourselves” in a 
way that is in keeping with the way of Jesus? What 
characteristics describe that sort of life? 
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