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 Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14 
Prophets & Promises Part 1: Acts through Revelation 

Unit 1, Lesson 2 
 

Pentecost: The Holy Spirit 
Lesson Aim: To know that all who believe in Jesus  

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

THE WORSHIP 
Who God Is: The Spirit Who Gives Us Power 

THE WORD 
What He Has Done: Jesus kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. 

Scripture Focus: Acts 2:1-8, 16-17, 25, 30, 32-33, 36-41 Key Verse: Acts 2:38-39 
Christ Connection: Joel 22:8a, 32a 

THE WAY 
The Big Question: When have you witnessed God’s perfect timing? 

UNIT 1 FOCUS VERSE 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,  

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8  
Unit 1: The Promise of the Spirit 

 Bible Story What He Has Done Lesson Aim 
1 The Promise of the Holy Spirit,  

Acts 1:1-11 
Jesus promised to send the Holy 
Spirit. 

To know the Holy Spirit’s power 
helps us to be witnesses. 

2 Pentecost: The Holy Spirit Comes,  
Acts 2:1-8, 16-17, 25, 30,  
32-33, 36-41 

Jesus kept His promise to send the 
Holy Spirit. 

To know that all who believe in 
Jesus receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

3 Peter and John Defend 
Jesus’ Name,  
Acts 3:1-12, 16; 4:1-4, 7-12, 18-21 

God healed the man when Peter 
called on Jesus’ name. 

To understand the power of Jesus’ 
name. 

4 The Stoning of Stephen,  
Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60; 8:1-4; 
Romans 8:28 

God strengthened Stephen and 
spread the gospel. 

To see how God is working in all 
things for the greater good. 

5 Philip and the Ethiopian,  
Acts 8:4-8, 26-40 

God led Philip to teach the 
Ethiopian about Jesus. 

To know the Holy Spirit makes us 
ready to tell others about Jesus. 

LEADER’S ENCOURAGEMENT This week, read Psalm 16. Please join us in praying, “Thank You, Lord, for 
pouring out Your Spirit on all people at Pentecost. Fill us with Your Spirit so we may share the good news 
about Jesus with people all over the world. Amen.” 
 
Lesson Aims are based on reflecting God’s character as we participate in His actions to, for, and in the world. 

Take Home Elements: The Journal Entry, Action Card, and Family Discussion Card may be sent home to encourage 
students to reflect on the lesson. The Journal Entry is an in-depth personal study. The Action Card is a visual reminder 
of the Bible story, God’s action, and how we can join into that action. The Family Discussion Card gives parents and 
guardians a way to engage their students in what they are learning. 

Leader’s Tip: For larger gatherings, teach THE WELCOME, THE WORSHIP, and THE WORD in a large group setting and 
divide into small groups for discussion with THE WAY.  
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Getting started 

THE WELCOME  
 

 
Suggestion: Choose a game that focuses on ideas such as wind, fire, languages, or declaring the wonders 
of God. 
 

ACTIVITY OPTION 1: FIRE TAG 
Purpose: To introduce the events that happened on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). 
Supplies: Red stickers (If you don’t have access to red stickers, you can use pieces of tape with red X’s or 
anything that can temporarily mark a person’s skin or clothing.) 
Preparation: Designate the play area. If you have a small group, make the play area large enough that 
they can hide from the Fire Starter(s) to extend the game. Smaller groups may also choose to play the 
game more than once, selecting a different person for the Fire Starter for each game. 
 
Directions:  

1. Choose one person to be the Fire Starter and give them a large supply of red stickers.  
2. Designate a Fire Station where more Fire (red) Stickers are located. You may choose to have a 

leader or helper at the Fire Station to hand out stickers. 
3. Begin the game with students standing in a circle around the Fire Starter. 
4. On your signal, the Fire Starter closes their eyes and counts to 10 slowly as students move 

throughout the play area. Then the Fire Starter attempts to tag students with a Fire Sticker.  
5. When a student is tagged with a Fire Sticker, they become Fire Starters. They run to the Fire Station 

to get Fire Stickers and begin tagging people with them. 
6. The game ends when everyone has been tagged with a Fire Sticker.  

 
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 2: COMMUNICATION CHALLENGE 
Purpose: Students understand the importance of verbal communication. 
Supplies: Rope 
Preparation: Cut a 25 foot length of rope for each team of 4-6 people. 
 
Teacher Tip: If someone in your group who speaks a different language than your students, you may 
have them give instructions to their team in their language to show the effects of communicating in 
multiple languages.  
 
Directions:  

1. Divide students into teams of 4-6 people. Give each team a length of rope. 
2. Team members spread out evenly along the rope and hold onto it. Once the game begins, they may 

not let go of the rope. 
3. For the first few rounds allow students to talk.  
4. Call out the name of a shape teams must make with the rope (e.g. star, circle, figure 8, letter T, 

star). If you want to make the game competitive, give the first team to successfully make the shape 
a point. 

5. After a few rounds, continue the game with no talking. Teams will have to find ways to 
communicate and work together. 

6. After several rounds, talk about how students felt not being able to verbally communicate with 
each other. Talk about how it would feel to be in another country with a language you don’t know 
and have someone share the gospel with you in your language.  
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The Spirit who gives us power 

THE WORSHIP  
 

 
Note to Leader: The instructions below are suggestions only. Adapt this time of worship to suit your 
environment, resources, and cultural expression. Encourage students to broaden their view of corporate 
worship by including a variety of expressions such as group prayer, group praise, silent meditation, singing, 
listening to music, reading scripture, collecting an offering, drama, dance, visual arts, and/or a physical 
exploration of nature or neighborhoods.  
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals:   
 
  
 
Today, we worship the Holy Spirit who gives us power to reach all people with the good news 
that Jesus is Lord. This power was shown on the day of Pentecost when the disciples were 
suddenly able to speak in many languages and tell people that Jesus was their long-awaited 
Savior. One day in heaven, we will hear people saying, “Jesus is Lord” in every language! 
Imagine what a wonderful time of worship that will be.  
 
Read the Unit 1 Focus Verse: Acts 1:8. 
 
 

Sing worship songs and guide students to focus on the Holy Spirit who gives us power.  
 
 

Read Philippians 2:9-11. 
 
 

Invite students to offer sentences of praise to God by completing the following sentence: 
“Lord, we worship You for _________________.” 
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The Holy Spirit comes 

THE WORD Presentation  
 

 
Note to Leader: Adapt this segment to your setting (Sunday School class, youth group, multi-age 
gathering, youth camp, retreat, etc.). In some settings, you may choose to have a student read the 
scripture aloud, and then have the leader, in his or her own words, briefly communicate the Teaching 
Points, the Christ Connection, and the Big Question. In other settings, a teacher, pastor, or other 
experienced speaker may present a lecture or extended message that includes those same elements. 
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: 
You may choose to include an object lesson, video clip, drama, dance, song, or work of art to illustrate the 
teaching points.  
Option 1:   
 
Option 2:   
 

TEACHING POINTS  
Consider current culture and influences impacting your students, and adjust the teaching accordingly.  
 

Read the suggested scripture and communicate each of the points noted. 
Last time we learned that, before ascending to heaven, Jesus told the apostles to wait in Jerusalem to 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Today, we will see how God delivered that gift and to whom it was given!  
The leader or a student reads Acts 2:1-8. 
 God chose the Jewish day of Pentecost in Jerusalem as the time and place He would pour out His 

Spirit as Jesus had promised. On Pentecost, also known as the Festival of Weeks, Jews from every 
nation would come to Jerusalem to celebrate.  

 For the Jews, Pentecost is a joyous holiday when they celebrated the grain harvest by giving thanks 
and presenting God with grain offerings. This was one of the three pilgrimage feasts when all Jewish 
males were required to appear before the Lord in Jerusalem. Jews traveled from many nations, so 
they spoke different languages.  

 Jesus had told the apostles to wait in Jerusalem to receive the gift (Acts 1:4, 8) of the Holy Spirit. 
On the day of Pentecost, they were together in Jerusalem. In God’s perfect timing, He waited for 
this time and place to pour out His Spirit.   

 It was a miracle that the disciples were speaking in many languages. They would not have known 
the languages they were speaking.  

 People came to see what was happening. People from every nation witnessed together the pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit. Witnessing this miracle together would have strengthened the believers’ faith 
and corroborated their report of the miracle. 

 Because of God’s timing, people from every nation heard the wonders of God in their own language. 
These people would return to their own nations to share all they had seen and heard. They would 
spread the news that the prophesies told throughout scripture about a Savior had come true and all 
who believed in Him would be saved.   
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THE WORD Presentation continued 
 
 The miracle itself and the truths about the wonders of God expressed in many languages captured 

the attention of the crowd gathered there. God had gathered and readied the crowd to hear Peter’s 
explanation and his message of salvation. 

The leader or a student reads Acts 2:16-17, 25, 30. 
 Peter explained that God was pouring out His Spirit. Peter explained that the promised Savior, the 

Messiah the Jews had been waiting for, had arrived to save all who believed in Him.  
 He spoke to them connecting the events of Pentecost to the scriptures they already knew and 

believed. He reminded them that many years before, through the prophet Joel, God had promised 
the Savior would come and His Sprit would be poured out on all people. He told them Jesus was the 
promised Savior God had promised King David. 

The leader or a student reads Acts 2:32-33, 36-41. 
 Peter told the crowd to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

their sins. He said they would then receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 Peter included people today by explaining that the promise of salvation and the Holy Spirit is for 

everyone God calls. If you believe in Jesus as your Savior, the Holy Spirit lives in your heart forever.  
 
Connecting the Old Testament, the New Testament, and Us 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
In the whole story of God, what's the connection between this New Testament story and the Old 
Testament?  
 Over 800 years before God poured out His Spirit on the day of Pentecost, He spoke though the 

prophet Joel of this promise.  
The leader or a student reads aloud Joel 2:28a, 32a. 
 This passage describes events that are evidence of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. The most 

important promise is that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
 

THE BIG QUESTION  
Introduce and elaborate on this question. Students will answer it in their discussion group. 
  

When have you witnessed God’s perfect timing? 
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Receiving the gift 

  THE WAY Discussion 
 

GETTING STARTED Display and review the Discussion Group Covenant below: 

We will include everyone here, treating one another with respect and kindness.  
We will encourage everyone here to express their thoughts and opposing views. 
 
Every student shares his or her best experience or greatest challenge of the past week. 
 
READ IT AGAIN  

Read Acts 2:1-8, 16-17, 25, 30, 32-33, 36-41 silently or aloud.  

Who was gathered in Jerusalem on the day God poured out His Spirit?  

What did Peter say would happen to all who would repent and be baptized? 

Who is included in the promise for forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Spirit?  

How many were saved that day? 
 

THE BIG QUESTION Invite students to share their answers. 

What have you witnessed about God? 
 
TAKE ACTION Lead students in a discussion using the questions below. 

On the day of Pentecost, people in Jerusalem witnessed the sound of a violent wind 
indoors, tongues of fire, multiple languages spoken by people who didn’t know the 
languages they spoke, compelling teaching from Peter—an uneducated fisherman, 
opening of minds and hearts, and the saving of 3,000 people. Of all that occurred in 
Jerusalem that day, what impresses you the most?   

Why do you think the people listening to Peter’s explanation were “cut to the heart”? 

Ask each student to complete this sentence: God calls us to believe in His Son SO THAT 
others might ___________________. 
 
PRAY Share prayer requests and answered prayers.  

Have students pray with partners, or have the whole group pray together. 
 
FINAL FIVE MINUTES When only 5 minutes remain, begin this segment. 

Give each student Action Card #2 and Journal Entry #2. Take home today’s Action Card as 
a reminder of how we can join in what God is doing. Use the Journal Entry as your 
personal devotional study. Complete your Journal Entries at home and keep them 
together in a notebook or in your Bible. Optional: Provide parent or guardian with Family 
Discussion Card #2. 



PROPHETS & PROMISES 
JOURNAL ENTRY #2 
Pentecost: The Holy Spirit Comes 

Acts 2:1-8, 16-17, 25, 30, 32 33, 36-41 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  S AY ?  

 Pray!!! Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what He wants you 
to learn from this passage.  

 Read Acts 2:1-8, 16-17, 25, 30, 32-33, 36-41. 

 Where were the apostles when the Spirit came upon them?  

 What else was happening in Jerusalem at this time?  

 What did Peter tell the crowd about Jesus?  

WHAT  DO ES  I T  M E A N ?  

 Why do you think the Spirit was sent at this precise time? 

 List 3 different kinds of evidence of the Spirit’s presence.  

WHAT  C A N  I  D O ?  

 If you have not received Jesus as your personal Savior and 
would like to, you can do that now. Talk with your leader or 
another Christian about becoming a believer. 

 When have you witnessed God’s perfect timing?  

 Have you ever experienced the presence or power of the Holy 
Spirit? If so, how has the Spirit changed your heart and life? 

 Who can you tell about the wonders of God and the identity of 
the Savior of the world?  
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