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 Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14 
Prophets & Promises Part 1: Acts through Revelation 

Unit 1, Lesson 3 
 

Peter and John Defend  
Jesus’ Name 

Lesson Aim: To understand the power of Jesus’ name. 
 

THE WORSHIP 
Who God Is: The Spirit Who Gives Us Power 

THE WORD 
What He Has Done: God healed the man when Peter called on Jesus’ name. 
Scripture Focus: Acts 3:1-12, 16; 4:1-4, 7-12, 18-21 Key Verse: Acts 4:12 

Christ Connection: Exodus 20:7 

THE WAY 
The Big Question: When have you spoken boldly about Jesus? 

UNIT 1 FOCUS VERSE 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,  

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8  
Unit 1: The Promise of the Spirit 

 Bible Story What He Has Done Lesson Aim 
1 The Promise of the Holy Spirit,  

Acts 1:1-11 
Jesus promised to send the Holy 
Spirit. 

To know the Holy Spirit’s power 
helps us to be witnesses. 

2 Pentecost: The Holy Spirit Comes,  
Acts 2:1-8, 16-17, 25, 30,  
32-33, 36-41 

Jesus kept His promise to send the 
Holy Spirit. 

To know that all who believe in 
Jesus receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

3 Peter and John Defend 
Jesus’ Name,  
Acts 3:1-12, 16; 4:1-4, 7-12, 18-21 

God healed the man when Peter 
called on Jesus’ name. 

To understand the power of Jesus’ 
name. 

4 The Stoning of Stephen,  
Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60; 8:1-4; 
Romans 8:28 

God strengthened Stephen and 
spread the gospel. 

To see how God is working in all 
things for the greater good. 

5 Philip and the Ethiopian,  
Acts 8:4-8, 26-40 

God led Philip to teach the 
Ethiopian about Jesus. 

To know the Holy Spirit makes us 
ready to tell others about Jesus. 

LEADER’S ENCOURAGEMENT This week, read Acts 3-4. Please join us in praying, “Thank You for giving us 
faith in Your name. Keep it sacred in the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts. Heal our 
students this week. Amen.” 
 
Lesson Aims are based on reflecting God’s character as we participate in His actions to, for, and in the world. 
Take Home Elements: The Journal Entry, Action Card, and Family Discussion Card may be sent home to encourage 
students to reflect on the lesson. The Journal Entry is an in-depth personal study. The Action Card is a visual reminder 
of the Bible story, God’s action, and how we can join into that action. The Family Discussion Card gives parents and 
guardians a way to engage their students in what they are learning. 

Leader’s Tip: For larger gatherings, teach THE WELCOME, THE WORSHIP, and THE WORD in a large group setting and 
divide into small groups for discussion with THE WAY.  
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Getting started 

THE WELCOME  
 

 
Suggestion: Choose a game that focuses on ideas such as jumping, walking, healing, miracles, power, or 
names. 
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 1: IN THE TEMPLE, OUT OF THE TEMPLE 
Purpose: To remember the lame man who entered the temple courts walking, jumping, and praising God 
when he was healed. 
Supplies: Yarn, string, or masking tape 
Preparation: Use yarn, string, or masking tape to draw a line down the middle of the play area. 
 
Directions:  

1. The leader stands in front of the line. 
2. Students line up facing the leader on the right side (“in the temple”) of the line. The right side of the 

line is called "In the temple" and the left side of the line is named "Out of the temple." 
3. Give a few practice calls to help students understand the game. When you call “out of the temple,” 

students must jump to the left side of the line. When you call “in the temple,” students jump back to 
the right side of the line. 

4. Once students understand, your goal is to get students to jump incorrectly by calling the same 
command twice in a row, pointing to one side while calling the other side, and/or by calling 
commands more quickly.  

• If a student jumps in the wrong direction or fails to jump in an adequate amount of time, 
they are out of the game. Eliminated students can help judge. 

5. The last person in the game is the winner. 
 
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 2: JUMP TAG 
Purpose: To remember the lame man who entered the temple courts walking, jumping, and praising God 
when he was healed. 
Supplies: None 
 
Directions:  

1. Students stand in a circle. 
2. Go around the circle and assign a number (starting with #1) to each person. 
3. Instruct students that every time you call out a number, everyone must jump once in any direction 

they want within the play area. Call 7-6-5-4-3-2-1 with a short pause between each number. 
Students should now be spread throughout the play area. 

4. Instruct students that now every time a number is called, everyone must jump once in any direction 
they want within the play area AND the person whose number is called must attempt to tag another 
person either while in the air or upon landing. Call each number in order from 1 to the last number 
assigned. 

5. When a person is tagged, they are eliminated from play but they stay where they are standing for 
the duration of the game. 

6. Leader Tip: You may wish to begin by calling numbers slowly, but call more quickly as the game 
progresses. 

7. The last person in the game is the winner. 
8. Now that students understand the game, play it again!  
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The Spirit who gives us power 

THE WORSHIP  
 

 
Note to Leader: The instructions below are suggestions only. Adapt this time of worship to suit your 
environment, resources, and cultural expression. Encourage students to broaden their view of corporate 
worship by including a variety of expressions such as group prayer, group praise, silent meditation, singing, 
listening to music, reading scripture, collecting an offering, drama, dance, visual arts, and/or a physical 
exploration of nature or neighborhoods.  
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals:   
 
  
 
Today, we worship the Holy Spirit who gives us power. The Holy Spirit gave Peter and John the 
power to heal in Jesus’ name. That same power is at work in everyone who believes in Jesus. 
Jesus’ name is the most important name of all because He is the only one who can save us. 
His name is above every other name. Let’s call upon His name as we worship Him now. 
 
Read the Unit 1 Focus Verse: Acts 1:8. 
 
 

Sing worship songs and guide students to focus on the Holy Spirit who gives us power.  
 
 

Read Romans 10:13. 
 
 

Invite students to offer sentences of praise to God by completing the following sentence: 
“Lord, we worship You for _________________.” 
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Peter and John defend Jesus’ name 

THE WORD Presentation  
 

 
Note to Leader: Adapt this segment to your setting (Sunday School class, youth group, multi-age 
gathering, youth camp, retreat, etc.). In some settings, you may choose to have a student read the 
scripture aloud, and then have the leader, in his or her own words, briefly communicate the Teaching 
Points, the Christ Connection, and the Big Question. In other settings, a teacher, pastor, or other 
experienced speaker may present a lecture or extended message that includes those same elements. 
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: 
You may choose to include an object lesson, video clip, drama, dance, song, or work of art to illustrate the 
teaching points.  
Option 1:   
 
Option 2:   
 

TEACHING POINTS  
Consider current culture and influences impacting your students, and adjust the teaching accordingly.  
 

Read the suggested scripture and communicate each of the points noted. 
Last time, we learned that after Jesus was taken up to heaven, He kept His promise to send the Holy Spirit. 
The power of the Sprit was on display when the disciples spoke to the crowd about the wonders of God in 
languages they had never learned. Today, we will see how that same power was displayed when Peter 
called on the name of Jesus to heal a man who could not walk.  
The leader or a student reads Acts 3:1-10. 
 Peter and John were in Jerusalem.  
 This was one of the first acts of the apostles after Jesus sent the Holy Spirit.  
 On the day Peter and John walked by, the man who was lame was simply begging for money from 

those entering the temple courts as he had done every day.  
 Peter gave the man something far more precious than money and more amazing than the man 

could have asked for or imagined. In the same way, although we are often focused on our daily 
physical needs, God can do more than we could ask or imagine. 

 Peter and John were not planning on healing someone that day. Even in our everyday activities, we 
can expect to see the power of God working in and through our lives.  

 Only the power of Jesus could cause this healing miracle. 
 The man was so grateful and overjoyed, that he not only began to walk, but he followed Peter and 

John into the temple courts, walking, jumping, and praising God.  
 This was the first time the man would have ever entered the temple because people with physical 

disabilities weren’t allowed in.  
 The people who saw him couldn’t fail to understand the miracle that had taken place. 
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THE WORD Presentation continued 
 
The leader or a student reads Acts 3:11-12, 16. 
 The people were giving credit to Peter and John. Peter made clear to the crowd that the man was 

healed not through their power but by the name of Jesus. Every time God does something amazing, 
we have the opportunity to give Him the credit and speak boldly about Him, just as Peter did. 

The leader or a student reads Acts 4:1-4, 7-12, 18-21.  
 In these verses, Luke records the mixed responses to the apostles’ teaching and the healing of the 

lame man as well as Peter’s message to the people. 
 Even though Peter and John were persecuted and thrown in jail, thousands came to believe.  The 

healing of the lame man showed the truth to what they spoke and the power of Jesus’ name. 
 After God poured out His Holy Spirit at Pentecost, about 3,000 men were added to the number of 

believers. After Peter and John healed the man in the name of Jesus, and defended the name of 
Jesus, about 2,000 more believed. 

 Believers often close their prayers with the words, “in the name of Jesus.” The name of Jesus is 
powerful. He is our only Savior. Jesus is the name of the one who has the power to answer our 
prayers.  

 Peter and John asked the priests, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to God?” This is 
a question we can ask ourselves today. Are we making choices that please people or please God?  

 
Connecting the Old Testament, the New Testament, and Us 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
In the whole story of God, what's the connection between this New Testament story and the Old 
Testament?  
 1500 years before Peter performed miracles by calling on the name of Jesus, God gave a 

commandment about the use of His name. It is one of the Ten Commandments. 
The leader or a student reads aloud Exodus 20:7. 
 What does it mean to misuse God’s name? 
 It is important to respect the name of God (Jesus Christ, Lord, Holy Spirit) and to use it in ways that 

please Him. We are His ambassadors; we represent Him in all we say and do. 
 God’s name is honored when we speak to Him in prayer, praise His name, talk with others about 

Him, quote Bible verses, and worship. 
 

THE BIG QUESTION  
Introduce and elaborate on this question. Students will answer it in their discussion group. 
  

When have you spoken boldly about Jesus? 
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The name of Jesus 

  THE WAY Discussion 
 

GETTING STARTED Display and review the Discussion Group Covenant below: 

We will include everyone here, treating one another with respect and kindness.  
We will encourage everyone here to express their thoughts and opposing views. 
 
Every student shares his or her best experience or greatest challenge of the past week. 
 
READ IT AGAIN  

Read Acts 3:1-12, 16; 4:1-4, 7-12, 18-21 silently or aloud.  
What did the man who was lame ask for from Peter and John? What did they give 
him instead? 
When the crowd came running toward Peter and John, what did Peter tell them? 
Why do you think the religious leaders put Peter and John in jail?  
What was Peter and John’s reply when they were told to stop speaking in the name 
of Jesus? 
 
THE BIG QUESTION Invite students to share their answers. 

When have you spoken boldly about Jesus? 
 
TAKE ACTION Lead students in a discussion using the questions below. 

Why was calling on the name of Jesus the best gift Peter could give the man? 
Peter proclaimed “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved (4:12).” Where else or through 
whom else do people try to find salvation? How could believing salvation comes only 
through Jesus simplify your life?  
Ask each student to complete this sentence: God calls us to speak boldly about Jesus 
SO THAT others might ___________________. 
 
PRAY Share prayer requests and answered prayers.  

Have students pray with partners, or have the whole group pray together. 
 
FINAL FIVE MINUTES When only 5 minutes remain, begin this segment. 

Give each student Action Card #3 and Journal Entry #3. Take home today’s Action Card as 
a reminder of how we can join in what God is doing. Use the Journal Entry as your 
personal devotional study. Complete your Journal Entries at home and keep them 
together in a notebook or in your Bible. Optional: Provide parent or guardian with Family 
Discussion Card #3. 



PROPHETS & PROMISES 
JOURNAL ENTRY #3 
Peter and John Defend Jesus’ Name 

Acts 3:1-12, 16; 4:1-4, 7-12, 18-21 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  S AY ?  

 Pray!!! Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what He wants you 
to learn from this passage.  

 Read Acts 3:1-12, 16; 4:1-4, 7-12, 18-21. 

 What miracle did Peter and John do on their way to 
the temple? By whose authority did they have the power to 
perform this miracle? 

 How did the man react to his healing? 

 How did the people react to the man’s healing? 

 How are we saved (Acts 4:12)? 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  M E A N ?  

 Why was calling on the name of Jesus the best gift Peter could 
give the man?  

 Write Acts 4:9-12 in your own words.  

 Why do you think so many of the people became followers of 
Jesus that day?   

WHAT  C A N  I  D O ?  

 Have you ever asked Jesus for one thing but received much 
more? 

 Peter and John understood there is power in the name of Jesus. 
If you use the name of Jesus carelessly in a casual or rude 
expression, what might that indicate about your relationship 
with Jesus?  

 Have you ever had the opportunity to speak boldly about Jesus? 
If so, describe that conversation here. If not, what do you think 
that opportunity might look like? 
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