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 Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14 
Prophets & Promises Part 1: Acts through Revelation 

Unit 3, Lesson 16 
 

Priscilla and Aquila 
Lesson Aim: To know God gives us different key roles  

in the community of believers. 
 

THE WORSHIP 
Who God Is: The God Who Saves Us 

THE WORD 
What He Has Done: God brought Paul, Priscilla, and Aquila together to build up the church. 

Scripture Focus: Acts 18:1-6, 9-11, 24-26; Romans 16:3-5; 12:4-8 Key Verse: Romans 16:3 
Christ Connection: Joshua 24:15b 

THE WAY 
The Big Question: How has God gifted you to serve your community?  

UNIT 3 FOCUS VERSE 
“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now,  

you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  
for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 1 Peter 3:8-9 

Unit 3: The Promise of Salvation 
 Bible Story What He Has Done Lesson Aim* 
12 Paul Visits Macedonia,  

Acts 16:6-10; Galatians 5:25;  
John 16:7-15 

The Holy Spirit led Paul to 
Macedonia. 

To know the Holy Spirit can lead us 
in specific ways. 

13 Paul and Lydia,  
Acts 16:12-15; Ephesians 2:8-9 

God opened Lydia’s heart to 
respond to Paul’s message. 

To know God opens our hearts to 
respond to Him. 

14 Paul, Silas, and the Jailer 
Acts 16:22-34; 1 Peter 3:13-18 

God used Paul, Silas, and an 
earthquake to spread the gospel.  

To know God uses all things in the 
spreading of the gospel. 

15 The Resurrection: New Life,  
Matthew 28:1-7; 1 Corinthians 
15:3-6, 20-22, 51-52, 55-58 

God raised Jesus from the dead. To understand the resurrection and 
its relevance today. 

16 Priscilla and Aquila, 
Acts 18:1-6, 9-11, 24-26;  
Romans 16:3-5; 12:4-8 

God brought Paul, Priscilla, and 
Aquila together to build up the 
church. 

To see how God gives us different 
key roles in the community of 
believers. 

LEADER’S ENCOURAGEMENT This week, read Colossians 3:12-17. Please join us in praying, “Thank You, 
Lord, for the friends You put in our lives who teach us more about You. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit that we 
might teach Your students well. Amen.” 
 

Lesson Aims are based on reflecting God’s character as we participate in His actions to, for, and in the world. 
Take Home Elements: The Journal Entry, Action Card, and Family Discussion Card may be sent home to encourage 
students to reflect on the lesson. The Journal Entry is an in-depth personal study. The Action Card is a visual reminder 
of the Bible story, God’s action, and how we can join into that action. The Family Discussion Card gives parents and 
guardians a way to engage their students in what they are learning. 

Leader’s Tip: For larger gatherings, teach THE WELCOME, THE WORSHIP, and THE WORD in a large group setting and 
divide into small groups for discussion with THE WAY.  
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Getting started 

THE WELCOME  
 

 
Suggestion: Choose a game that focuses on ideas such as tents, homes, sailing, community, or jobs.  
 

ACTIVITY OPTION 1: BLINDFOLDED TENT BUILD 
Purpose: For students to work together to build a tent. 
Supplies: (2 or more) 2-person tents, blindfolds, timer 
Leader Tips:  

• Depending on the number of students and tents, teams may all compete at the same time or two 
teams may compete at a time for the quickest time. Make sure you have enough blindfolds for 
everyone who will be competing at the same time.  

• For an easier challenge, do not blindfold one team member. Their role is to direct the other team 
members in the build. 

 
Directions:  

1. Divide into teams of 4-6 students. Give blindfolds to each competing team member. 
2. Give teams 5 minutes to familiarize themselves with their tents and to make a plan. 
3. On your signal, team members put on their blindfolds and begin setting up their tents. If all teams 

are competing at the same time, the team who sets up their tent first wins. If you have more teams 
to compete, let each team complete their build and record their time. The team with the quickest 
time wins. 

 
 

ACTIVITY OPTION 2: CONSTRUCTION FUNCTION 
Purpose: For students to see the importance of working together.  
Supplies: Timer, identical bags of simple building materials (30-40 pieces) such as blocks, toothpicks and 
marshmallows, or Legos for each team 
Preparation: Before you meet, create a structure (model) using one of the bags of building materials. 
Keep it in another room where students cannot see it. Place it behind a divider or hang a cloth so only the 
Explainers can see it.  
 
Directions:  

1. Divide into teams with an equal number of team members, either 3 or 4. 
2. Give each team a bag of building materials.  
3. Instruct teams to assign each team member a role as an Explainer, Messenger, or Builder. If there 

are four members to a team, two can be Messengers. 
4. Set a 10-minute timer. On your signal, teams begin building under the following rules: 

• The Explainer stays in the room with the model. Only the Explainer can view the model. He 
or she tells the Messenger(s) what it looks like, including the color of the pieces.  

• The Messengers move between the Explainer and the Builder communicating the Explainer’s 
instructions to the Builder and asking the Builder’s questions to the Explainer. If there is 
more than one Messenger on a team, they must take turns giving messages.   

• The Builder creates a structure based on the information received from the Messenger(s). 
Only the Builder can touch the materials. The Builder can give the Messenger(s) questions to 
ask the Explainer. 

5. At the end of 10 minutes, determine the winner by deciding which team’s structure is closest to 
the model. 
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The God who saves us 

THE WORSHIP  
 

 
Note to Leader: The instructions below are suggestions only. Adapt this time of worship to suit your 
environment, resources, and cultural expression. Encourage students to broaden their view of corporate 
worship by including a variety of expressions such as group prayer, group praise, silent meditation, singing, 
listening to music, reading scripture, collecting an offering, drama, dance, visual arts, and/or a physical 
exploration of nature or neighborhoods.  
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals:   
 
  
 
Today, we worship the God who saves us. He helps us believe in Jesus. He sends us teachers, 
family, and friends that teach us about Him. He fills us with His Spirit so we can tell others 
what we have learned. He protects us so we can continue to serve Him together as a 
community of believers–His Church. 
 
Read Unit 3 Focus Verse: 1 Peter 3:8-9. 
 
 

Sing worship songs and guide students to focus on the God who changes us.  
 
 

Read Colossians 3:16-17. 
 
 

Invite students to offer sentences of praise to God by completing the following sentence: 
“Lord, we worship You for _________________.” 
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The ministry of Priscilla and Aquila 

THE WORD Presentation  
 

 
Note to Leader: Adapt this segment to your setting (Sunday School class, youth group, multi-age 
gathering, youth camp, retreat, etc.). In some settings, you may choose to have a student read the 
scripture aloud, and then have the leader, in his or her own words, briefly communicate the Teaching 
Points, the Christ Connection, and the Big Question. In other settings, a teacher, pastor, or other 
experienced speaker may present a lecture or extended message that includes those same elements. 
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: 
You may choose to include an object lesson, video clip, drama, dance, song, or work of art to illustrate the 
teaching points.  
Option 1:   
 
Option 2:   
 

TEACHING POINTS  
Consider current culture and influences impacting your students, and adjust the teaching accordingly.  
 

Read the suggested scripture and communicate each of the points noted. 
Last time, we learned that after Jesus died on the cross, He was buried. Then, on the third day He rose 
from the grave, appeared to many witnesses, and was taken up to heaven. He kept the promise He made 
to send the Holy Spirit after He left. God poured out His Holy Spirit in Jerusalem at Pentecost and many 
believed. More and more people began to faithfully follow Jesus. Today, by piecing together scriptures in 
Acts as well as letters from Paul to the churches he visited, we’ll discover how Jesus’ followers Priscilla and 
Aquila served with Paul to build communities of believers.  
The leader or a student reads Acts 18:1-6.  
 When Priscilla and Aquila were living in Rome, Emperor Claudius ordered all Jews living there to 

leave. They were most likely expelled because of the conflict over “Chrestus,” probably a misspelling 
of “Christ.”  

 After being forced out of Rome, Priscilla and Aquila travelled to Corinth, settled there, and started a 
tent-making business. We do not know if Priscilla and Aquila were Christians before Paul’s arrival. 

 Paul voluntarily worked as a tentmaker, a trade he most likely learned as a youth, so no one could 
accuse him of using his fellow believers (1 Corinthians 9:15-18). 

 Silas and Timothy most likely brought financial support from the Christians in Philippi (2 Corinthians 
11:8-9) which would have allowed Paul to focus on preaching and building the church. 

 (v. 6) Paul shaking out his clothes was an outward symbol of him separating himself the Jews. “Your 
blood be on your own heads!” was a warning to them that they were responsible for their 
destruction. Paul had tried to share the gospel with them, but they rejected it.  

The leader or a student reads Acts 18:9-11, 24-26.  
 In Paul’s vision, God assured Paul that he was safe in Corinth because God had many people in 

Corinth. This is how believers work together as the church, supporting one another so more people 
have the opportunity to follow and serve Jesus. 
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THE WORD Presentation continued 
 
 After Corinth, Paul set sail for Syria with Priscilla and Aquila beginning what is now known as Paul’s 

third missionary journey. When they arrived in Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila remained there while 
Paul traveled further into Asia (Acts 18:18-19). Priscilla and Aquila settled in Ephesus and opened 
their home for a church to gather there.  

 Verse 25 indicates Apollos knowledge of Jesus’ teachings may have been accurate but incomplete. 
Priscilla and Aquila did not admonish him in public but took him into their home to teach him.  
o In lesson 14, we read 1 Peter 3:15 where Peter taught us to always be ready to give the reason 

for our hope but to do it with gentleness and respect. 
o Priscilla and Aquila were not preachers like Paul; God had a different role for them. Wherever they 

went, Priscilla and Aquila opened their home to the church as a gathering place. They also dedicated 
their lives to help the community of believers grow in their knowledge of the Lord, their faith, and 
their service to God. They did it in Corinth and then in Ephesus.  

The leader or a student reads Romans 16:3-5. 
 Eventually Priscilla and Aquila returned to live in Rome and a church gathered in their home there.  

Just as Paul used his gifts to build up the church everywhere he went, Pricilla and Aquila did the 
same with the different set of gifts God had given them. 

The leader or a student reads Romans 12:4-8.  
 God calls us to live a life centered not on ourselves but on following Jesus as a community—caring 

for one another spiritually, emotionally, and physically so we can better serve Jesus together and 
build His church. 

 God knew it would be impossible for one person to reach the whole world with the gospel. 
He designed us to work together to serve Him by giving us each different roles to serve within 
the church.  

  
Connecting the Old Testament, the New Testament, and Us 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
In the whole story of God, what's the connection between this New Testament story and the Old 
Testament?  
 God has always uniquely gifted each of us to serve Him. Nearly 1,500 years before Priscilla and 

Aquila served God, Joshua served God.  Gifted by God as a courageous warrior, leader, and 
strategist, Joshua led God’s people into the Promised Land. He made a vow for himself and his 
family to serve God. 

o The leader or a student reads aloud Joshua 24:15b. 
  

THE BIG QUESTION  
Introduce and elaborate on this question. Students will answer it in their discussion group. 
  

How has God gifted you to serve your community? 
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The community of believers 

  THE WAY Discussion 
 

GETTING STARTED Display and review the Discussion Group Covenant below: 

We will include everyone here, treating one another with respect and kindness.  
We will encourage everyone here to express their thoughts and opposing views. 
 
Every student shares his or her best experience or greatest challenge of the past week. 
 
READ IT AGAIN  

Read Acts 18:1-6, 9-11, 24-26; Romans 16:3-5; 12:4-8 silently or aloud.  
Why do you think Paul sought out Priscilla and Aquila when he arrived in Corinth? 
Who rejected Paul’s teaching? What was his response? 
How did God encourage Paul (Acts 18:9-11)? 
How did Paul serve the Church—the community of believers? How did Priscilla and 
Aquila serve the Church? 
What did Priscilla and Aquila do for Apollos? How is their response an example to us? 
 
THE BIG QUESTION Invite students to share their answers. 

How has God gifted you to serve your community? 
 
TAKE ACTION Lead students in a discussion using the questions below. 

Priscilla and Aquila helped Apollos by showing him even more about God’s ways. 
How can you do that with someone you know? 
Why is being one body “in Christ” so important? 
In what ways do you experience being a member who “belongs to all the others”? 
Ask each student to complete this sentence: God calls us to follow and serve Jesus 
together SO THAT others might ___________________. 
 
PRAY Share prayer requests and answered prayers.  

Have students pray with partners, or have the whole group pray together. 
 
FINAL FIVE MINUTES When only 5 minutes remain, begin this segment. 

Give each student Action Card #16 and Journal Entry #16. Take home today’s Action Card 
as a reminder of how we can join in what God is doing. Use the Journal Entry as your 
personal devotional study. Complete your Journal Entries at home and keep them 
together in a notebook or in your Bible. Optional: Provide parent or guardian with Family 
Discussion Card #16. 

 



PROPHETS & PROMISES 
JOURNAL ENTRY #16 
Priscilla and Aquila 
Acts 18:1-6, 9-11, 24-26; Romans 16:3-5; 12:4-8 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  S AY ?  

 Pray!!! Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what He wants you 
to learn from this passage.  

 Read Acts 18:1-6, 9-11, 24-26; and  
Romans 16:3-5; 12:4-8. 

 What do Paul, Priscilla, and Aquila have in common?  

 What encouragement did Paul receive? 

 How did Priscilla and Aquila help Apollos? 

 Write Romans 12:4-8 in your own words.  

WHAT  DO ES  I T  M E A N ?  

 Why do you think Paul so determined to go to all these 
different cities, visiting the believers there and preaching?  

 We’ve read several stories where Paul partnered with other 
believers in his ministry. Why do you think he did this?  

 What surprises you most about Priscilla and Aquila?  

WHAT  C A N  I  D O ?  

 God gives each of us different gifts. How does this benefit the 
community of believers? 

 God knew Paul needed friends to help him. If you were Paul’s 
friend, how would you have helped him to be brave and keep 
telling people about Jesus?  

 Why do you think God calls us into communities of believers 
instead of isolating us as individual believers? 



PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 



PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 

PRISCILLA AND AQUILA PRISCILLA AND AQUILA 


	PP.U3.L16-Ages12-14_1LeadersGuide
	Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14

	PP.U3.L16-Ages12-14_2JournalEntry
	PP.U3.L16-Ages12-14_3ActionCard
	PP.U3.L16-Ages12-14_4FamilyDiscussionCard

