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 Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14 
Prophets & Promises Part 1: Acts through Revelation 

Unit 4, Lesson 18 
 

Paul Is Arrested in Jerusalem 
Lesson Aim: To know God gives us courage  

to share our own stories about Him. 
 

THE WORSHIP 
Who God Is: The Spirit Who Connects Us 

THE WORD 
What He Has Done: God gave Paul boldness to tell his story to the people of Jerusalem. 

Scripture Focus: Acts 21:33-36, 39-40; 22:1-8, 21-22; 23:11 Key Verse: Acts 21:40; 22:1 
Christ Connection: Psalm 40:10 

THE WAY 
The Big Question: Why should we share our stories of what God has done for us?  

UNIT 4 FOCUS VERSE 
 “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory  

that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen,  
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 

Unit 4: The Promise of Connection 
 Bible Story What He Has Done Lesson Aim 
17 Paul’s Third Journey,  

Acts 18:23-24; 20:22-24, 36-38 
God sent Paul to encourage the 
churches he started or visited on 
previous journeys. 

To know we are called to 
encourage the church.  

18 Paul Is Arrested in Jerusalem,  
Acts 21:33-36, 39-40;  
22:1-8, 21-22; 23:11 

God gave Paul boldness to tell his 
story to the people of Jerusalem. 

To know God gives us courage to 
share our own stories about Him. 

19 Paul and King Agrippa,  
Acts 26:19-32 

God made Paul bold to speak 
about Jesus to King Agrippa. 

To know we can share our faith and 
pray, trusting God with the 
outcome. (Salvation Message) 

20 Paul and the Shipwreck, 
Acts 27:13-44; Romans 5:1-5  

God saved everyone on the ship as 
He promised. 

To understand that hardships 
strengthen our faith and are part of 
God’s plan for our lives. 

21 Paul Imprisoned in Rome, 
Acts 28:17-31; Philippians 1:12-14 

God called Paul to boldly teach the 
Jews and the Gentiles about Jesus. 

To challenge students to live a life 
faithful to God.  

LEADER’S ENCOURAGEMENT This week, read Hebrews 12:1-3. Please join us in praying, “Thank You, Lord, 
for the way You create the story of our lives. Give students awareness of their story and the courage to 
share it with others. Amen.” 
 
Lesson Aims are based on reflecting God’s character as we participate in His actions to, for, and in the world. 

Take Home Elements: The Journal Entry, Action Card, and Family Discussion Card may be sent home to encourage 
students to reflect on the lesson. The Journal Entry is an in-depth personal study. The Action Card is a visual reminder 
of the Bible story, God’s action, and how we can join into that action. The Family Discussion Card gives parents and 
guardians a way to engage their students in what they are learning. 
Leader’s Tip: For larger gatherings, teach THE WELCOME, THE WORSHIP, and THE WORD in a large group setting and 
divide into small groups for discussion with THE WAY.  
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Getting started 

THE WELCOME  
 

 
Suggestion: Choose a game that focuses on ideas such as courage, stories, guards, crowds, or speeches. 
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 1: CONVERSATIONS 
Purpose: To introduce sharing stories with each other.  
Supplies: Chairs, timer 
 
Directions:  

1. Using enough chairs for each student, create two circles, one inside the other—chairs in the inner 
circle should each face a chair in the outer circle. If you have an odd number of students, have a 
helper participate. Make sure there is enough space between the two circles for people to walk. 

2. Have each student stand in front of a chair.  
3. On your signal, the inner group walks clockwise, and the outer group walks counter clockwise. 
4. When you call, “Stop,” students sit in the chair closest to them. 
5. Give students one of the topics below or make your own. 

How was your day? What did you do on your last birthday? 
What is your favorite animal and why? What’s your favorite Bible story and why? 
Tell your partner about the last trip you took. When was the last time you were in a crowd? 

6. For 30 seconds, students from the inner circle share about the topic with the student facing them. 
Then, the student from the outer circle talks about the same subject for 30 seconds.  

7. Have a few students share their partner’s story with the group (with their partner’s permission). 
8. Repeat steps 2-7 as many times as you like. 

 
 
ACTIVITY OPTION 2: JAILBREAK 
Purpose: To introduce the story of Paul being arrested. 
Supplies: Chairs, timer 
 
Directions:  

1. Assign an equal number (or close to an equal number) of students each a number: 1, 2, or 3.  
2. Students in groups 1 & 2 (prison guards) each get a chair and place them in a large circle. They 

stand behind their chairs. Students in group 3 (prisoners) each sit in a chair.  
3. After explaining the rules, set a 5 minute timer and start the game.  

• The prison guards’ goal is to have a prisoner in their chair at the end of the game. 
• To escape, prisoners must make eye contact with a guard who has an empty chair, and that 

guard must wink at them. Once the prisoner is winked at, they must make an attempt to move 
to that guard’s chair. Their present guard can stop them by tapping them before they get away. 

• To ensure prisoners have a chance to escape, guards cannot move their feet and their hands 
must be held behind their back unless they see their prisoner trying to escape. 

• If the prisoner is tapped on the back, they must stay seated and wait for another guard to wink 
at them. If the prisoner escapes, they play the same role as before on the new guard’s chair and 
their old guard must try and find someone else to sit on their chair.  

• When time runs out, the guards with a prisoner are the winners. 
• and have all number 3 swap places with the number 2. After the round is done with the number 

2s as prisoners, have the number 2s swap with the number 1s – this way all members of the 
group get to be both prisoners and guards.  

4. You may choose to play 2 more rounds with groups 1 and 2 each having a turn as prisoners. 
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The Spirit who connects us 

THE WORSHIP  
 

 
Note to Leader: The instructions below are suggestions only. Adapt this time of worship to suit your 
environment, resources, and cultural expression. Encourage students to broaden their view of corporate 
worship by including a variety of expressions such as group prayer, group praise, silent meditation, singing, 
listening to music, reading scripture, collecting an offering, drama, dance, visual arts, and/or a physical 
exploration of nature or neighborhoods.  
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals:   
 
  
 
Today, we worship the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit connects us to God in a personal way, giving 
us our own story to tell about what God has done in our lives and who He is to us. We can 
praise God for the things we have seen Him do in our own lives, including ways He has shown 
us He loves us no matter what we do. No matter what happens in our lives, God’s love will 
always be a part of our story because nothing can separate us from His love for us. One of the 
ways we worship God is to share with others our own stories about Him with others. 
 
Read the Unit 4 Focus Verse: 2 Corinthians 4:17-18. 
  
 

Sing worship songs and guide students to focus on the Holy Spirit who connects us.  
 
 

Read Psalm 66:16-20. 
 
 

Invite students to offer sentences of praise to God by completing the following sentence: 
“Lord, we worship You for _________________.” 
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Paul tells his story to the angry crowd 

THE WORD Presentation  
 

 
Note to Leader: Adapt this segment to your setting (Sunday School class, youth group, multi-age 
gathering, youth camp, retreat, etc.). In some settings, you may choose to have a student read the 
scripture aloud, and then have the leader, in his or her own words, briefly communicate the Teaching 
Points, the Christ Connection, and the Big Question. In other settings, a teacher, pastor, or other 
experienced speaker may present a lecture or extended message that includes those same elements. 
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: 
You may choose to include an object lesson, video clip, drama, dance, song, or work of art to illustrate the 
teaching points.  
Option 1:   
 
Option 2:   
 

TEACHING POINTS  
Consider current culture and influences impacting your students, and adjust the teaching accordingly.  
 

Read the suggested scripture and communicate each of the points noted. 
Last time, we read about Paul’s third missionary journey. Jerusalem would be his last stop. His friends 
feared for his safety and pleaded with him to not go. But, Paul insisted on going because he knew it was 
God’s plan for him to encourage the church there and deliver the collection from the churches in Macedonia 
and Achaia (Romans 15:26). Today, we will learn what happened when Paul entered Jerusalem.  
When Paul arrived, the believers there welcomed him. James and the elders warned him about the false 
rumors claiming that he was teaching against the Law of Moses. Later, when he went to the temple, some 
Jews stirred up the crowd against him. They dragged him into the temple and planned to kill him. When 
news reached the commander of the Roman troops, he took soldiers with him to stop the crowd (Acts 
21:17-32) and arrested Paul.  
The leader or a student reads Acts 21:33-36. 
 The commander had Paul bound between two soldiers. This would have shown the crowd that he 

did not intend to rescue Paul from justice, but to keep the peace. 
 “Some in the crowd shouted one thing and some another”: Luke (writer of Acts) makes it clear the 

crowd had gotten caught up in the moment. They couldn’t even agree on what Paul had done. 
The leader or a student reads Acts 21:39-40; 22:1-8. 
 Aramaic was the most commonly used language among Palestinian Jews. When they heard Paul 

speak in Aramaic, the crowd became quiet and ready to listen. 
 Paul begins by telling of his Jewish upbringing and background. 

o He is a Jew as they are.  
o Tarsus was a city of importance. The people of Tarsus had all the rights and privileges of 

Roman citizens.  
 Though he was born in Tarsus, he was brought up in Jerusalem, at the feet of Gamaliel, one of the 

most well-known rabbis of that day.  
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THE WORD Presentation continued 
 
 Paul continues on to tell the story of his conversion. He ends by telling the people how God told him 

to leave Jerusalem after his conversion, saying “the people here will not accept your testimony 
about me.”  

The leader or a student reads 22:21-22. 
 Paul explained the Lord was sending him to the Gentiles to share the truth that Jesus was the Lord.  
 The commander took Paul back to the barracks. Then Paul was sent to the Sanhedrin, which was 

the Jewish council. There, a violent argument broke out and Paul’s life was again in danger. The 
commander took Paul back to the barracks again. 

The leader or a student reads Acts 23:11. 
 It is important to note that the Lord was always with Paul. Hearing from God at this moment would 

have reminded Paul that he was never alone. Paul would have also known that he would make it 
safely out of Jerusalem because God had plans for him to tell the people in Rome about Jesus. 

 The next morning, some Jews conspired to kill Paul. Paul’s nephew heard of the plot and told him. 
When hearing of the plot, the commander set in place a plan to move Paul safely to Caesarea. This 
is the way God chose to keep Paul safe as he made his way to his final destination, Rome. 

 Just as God did amazing things in Paul’s life, God does amazing things in our lives, too. Many of us 
have seen God change our lives in big and small ways. It is important for others to hear the way 
God has changed our lives because it helps them to know Him when they see examples of His 
power and His love. Your eyewitness report can help others believe in Him.  

 When we share these stories with one another, the Holy Spirit connects us to each other. His 
connection can deepen our relationship understanding of God and build unity among believers.  

  
Connecting the Old Testament, the New Testament, and Us 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
In the whole story of God, what's the connection between this New Testament story and the Old 
Testament?  
 Over 700 years before Paul told the angry crowd about what God had done for him, David wrote 

about telling others what God had done. 
The leader or a student reads aloud Psalm 40:10. 
 Sometimes we may feel pressured to hide what we believe about Jesus from others. Just as God 

helped David and Paul, today He helps us defend the truth about who He is and share our stories 
about what He has done in our lives. Telling our stories changes the lives of those who are listening. 
It can point them to truth about God’s faithfulness, salvation, and love. 
  

THE BIG QUESTION  
Introduce and elaborate on this question. Students will answer it in their discussion group. 
  

Why should we share our stories about what God has done for us? 
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Telling your story 

  THE WAY Discussion 
 

GETTING STARTED Display and review the Discussion Group Covenant below: 

We will include everyone here, treating one another with respect and kindness.  
We will encourage everyone here to express their thoughts and opposing views. 
 
Every student shares his or her best experience or greatest challenge of the past week. 
 
READ IT AGAIN  

Read Acts 21:33-36, 39-40; 22:1-8, 21-22; 23:11 silently or aloud.  
On the barrack steps, what story did Paul tell the angry crowd as his defense? 
What did Paul say he had done to Jesus’ followers before his experience on the road 
to Damascus?  
Why would he tell these facts to this audience? 
What did the Lord tell Paul the night after the angry crowd dragged him out of the 
temple (23:11)? How would this have encouraged him? 
 
THE BIG QUESTION Invite students to share their answers. 

Why should we share our stories about what God has done for us? 
 
TAKE ACTION Lead students in a discussion using the questions below. 

If you had the chance to tell someone what God has done in your life, what would 
you say? 
Have you ever felt pressure to hide what you believe about Jesus from others? 
When have you needed the courage to speak to others about Jesus?  
Ask each student to complete this sentence: God calls us to tell others what God has done 
for us SO THAT others might ___________________. 
 
PRAY Share prayer requests and answered prayers.  

Have students pray with partners, or have the whole group pray together. 
 
FINAL FIVE MINUTES When only 5 minutes remain, begin this segment. 

Give each student Action Card #18 and Journal Entry #18. Take home today’s Action Card 
as a reminder of how we can join in what God is doing. Use the Journal Entry as your 
personal devotional study. Complete your Journal Entries at home and keep them 
together in a notebook or in your Bible. Optional: Provide parent or guardian with Family 
Discussion Card #18. 

 



PROPHETS & PROMISES 
JOURNAL ENTRY #18 
Paul Is Arrested in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:33-36, 39-40; 22:1-8, 21-22; 23:11 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  S AY ?  

 Pray!!! Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what He wants you 
to learn from this passage.  

 Read Acts 21:33-36, 39-40; 22:1-8, 21-22; 23:11. 

 What city does this all take place in? 

 Who was Paul speaking to when he shared his story?  

 Write Paul’s story from Acts 22:6-16 in your own words.  

WHAT  DO ES  I T  M E A N ?  

 What about Paul’s past indicates he may have understood the 
crowd’s reason for persecuting him?  

 Why do you think Paul needed courage that night? How would 
the Lord’s words have comforted him? 

WHAT  C A N  I  D O ?  

 Why should we share our stories about what God has done 
for us? 

 What stories can you share with others about God’s 
faithfulness, salvation, love, or truth?  

 Paul’s story can be broken down into three easy parts: before 
(life without Jesus, during (how Jesus became your Lord and 
Savior), and after (life with Jesus). Use his example to write 
your testimony—your story. Share it with someone you know. 
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