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 Leader’s Guide: Ages 12-14 
Prophets & Promises Part 2: Elijah through Malachi 

Unit 7, Lesson 34 
 

Elisha and the Chariots of Fire 
Lesson Aim: To know we are surrounded  

by God’s protection. 
 

THE WORSHIP 
Who God Is: The God of Power 

THE WORD 
What He Has Done: God sent invisible horses and chariots of fire to protect His people. 

Scripture Focus: 2 Kings 6:8-23; Psalm 91:11 Key Verse: 2 Kings 6:16 
Christ Connection: John 16:33, Ephesians 3:20-21 

THE WAY 
The Big Question: What worries you or causes you to be afraid? 

UNIT 7 FOCUS VERSE 
“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.” Romans 1:20 

Unit 7: The Prophets and God’s Power 
 Bible Story What He Has Done Lesson Aim 
32 Elijah on Mount Carmel,  

1 Kings 18:21-39 
God sent fire to prove He is the 
one true God. 

To acknowledge God as the one 
true God. 

33 Elijah and Elisha, 
2 Kings 2:1-15; Romans 12:6-8 

God chose Elisha to be Elijah’s 
successor when He brought Elijah 
up to heaven. 

To trust God to give us spiritual gifts 
and mentors to help us accomplish 
the work He has for us. 

34 Elisha and the Chariots of Fire,  
2 Kings 6:8-23; Psalm 91:11 

God sent invisible horses and 
chariots of fire to protect His 
people. 

To know we are surrounded by God’s 
protection. 

35 
 

The Prophet Joel,  
Joel 1:1-3; 2:1-2, 10-14, 25, 28-32 

God sent a message to His people 
through the prophet Joel.  

To know God judges our hearts and 
wants our hearts to turn to Him. 

36 
 

Jonah and the Ninevites, 
Jonah 1:1-17; 2:1; 3:7-10; 4:1-11 

God gave Jonah and the Ninevites 
each a second chance. 

To know God gives second chances 
because He is merciful. 

37 Amos and the Plumb Line, 
Amos 4:12-13; 5:11-15; 7:7-8 

God sent Amos with a message of 
justice and righteous living.  

To know the Bible is the standard 
God gives us for living upright lives.  

LEADER’S ENCOURAGEMENT This week, read Psalm 91. Please join us in praying, “Thank You, Lord, for showing us 
Your power as the one true God. Use this story to open the eyes of the students so they may see Your presence, 
power, and protection. Amen.” 
Lesson Aims are based on reflecting God’s character as we participate in His actions to, for, and in the world. 
Take Home Elements: The Journal Entry, Action Card, and Family Discussion Card may be sent home to encourage 
students to reflect on the lesson. The Journal Entry is an in-depth personal study. The Action Card is a visual reminder 
of the Bible story, God’s action, and how we can join into that action. The Family Discussion Card gives parents and 
guardians a way to engage their students in what they are learning. 
Leader’s Tip: For larger gatherings, teach THE WELCOME, THE WORSHIP, and THE WORD in a large group setting and 
divide into small groups for discussion with THE WAY.  
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Getting started 

THE WELCOME  
 

 
Suggestion: Choose a game that focuses on ideas such as horses, chariots, being invisible, being 
surrounded or protected, etc. 
 

ACTIVITY OPTION 1: CHARIOT RACE 
Purpose: To introduce the story of Elijah and Elisha. 
Supplies: Floor tape or safety cones to mark the raceway 
Preparation: Mark a raceway around the outside of the play area. 
 
Directions:  

1. Divide the group into teams of 3 students. Two students are in the back holding one hand on the 
shoulder of the student in front.  

2. On your signal, all three must gallop around the play area to “race” their chariots. The first team to 
make it to the finish line, wins. 

 

Options:  
1. If your space is limited, have two teams run the race each time. The winners play each other until 

only one team is remaining. 
2. Hold a piggyback race or have them link arms underneath a third person to carry them around. 

 
 

ACTIVITY OPTION 2: SIGNS 
Purpose: To introduce the story of Elijah and Elisha and the unseen. 
Supplies: None 
 
Directions:  

1. Students gather in a circle, either sitting or standing. 
2. Everyone needs to create a unique sign (peace sign, pulling on ear, winking, thumbs up, pretty 

much anything will do).  
3. Have each person show their sign to the group one at a time (everyone should be memorizing at 

least a few people’s signs).  
4. Choose one person to be “It” and stand in the middle of the circle. The goal of this person is to find 

out who has the invisible ball. 
5. While “It” closes his or her eyes, silently select a person to have the invisible ball.  
6. “It” opens his or her eyes and the game begins. 
7. The goal of the students in the circle is to pass and receive the ball using each other’s signs without 

“It” seeing who has the ball. For example, if Player A wants to pass the ball to Player B, Player A 
must use Player B’s sign. Player B must then do his own sign to show he has received the ball. 

• If the ball gets “misplaced” or there is major confusion as to where it is, the game may be 
restarted.  

• If you attempt to pass the ball but someone does not do their sign, the ball has not been 
received. This is crucial. This means you can attempt to pass the ball but if the person is 
unaware, the ball will remain with the person attempting to pass. 

• While this is happening, “It” tries to figure out who has the ball by watching for movement. 
If “It” calls someone out while he or she possesses the ball (the person must be truthful), 
that person becomes “It,” and you repeat steps 5-7. 
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The God of Power 

THE WORSHIP  
 

 
Note to Leader: The instructions below are suggestions only. Adapt this time of worship to suit your 
environment, resources, and cultural expression. Encourage students to broaden their view of corporate 
worship by including a variety of expressions such as group prayer, group praise, silent meditation, singing, 
listening to music, reading scripture, collecting an offering, drama, dance, visual arts, and/or a physical 
exploration of nature or neighborhoods.  
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals:   
 
  
 
Today, we worship God as the God of Power. God used His prophets Elijah and Elisha to show 
His power to His people and their enemies. When Elisha’s servant was afraid, Elisha prayed for 
God to open his eyes so he would know that God was with them and would protect them. God 
is always with us. He protects us in ways we cannot see.  
 
Read Psalm 91:11. 
 

 
 
Sing worship songs and guide students to focus on God’s presence and protection.  

 
 

Read the Unit 7 Focus Verse: Romans 1:20.  
 
 
Invite students to offer sentences of praise to God by completing the following sentence: 
“Lord, we worship You for _________________.” 
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Elisha and the chariots of fire 

THE WORD Presentation  
 

 
Note to Leader: Adapt this segment to your setting (Sunday School class, youth group, multi-age 
gathering, youth camp, retreat, etc.). In some settings, you may choose to have a student read the 
scripture aloud, and then have the leader, in his or her own words, briefly communicate the Teaching 
Points, the Christ Connection, and the Big Question. In other settings, a teacher, pastor, or other 
experienced speaker may present a lecture or extended message that includes those same elements. 
 
Ideas for Optional Visuals: 
You may choose to include an object lesson, video clip, drama, dance, song, or work of art to illustrate the 
teaching points.  
Option 1:   
 
Option 2:   
 

TEACHING POINTS  
Consider current culture and influences impacting your students, and adjust the teaching accordingly.  
 

Read the suggested scripture and communicate each of the points noted. 
Last time, we learned a chariot of fire appeared when Elijah was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind. 
Afterward, Elisha took Elijah’s cloak and carried on with his ministry as Israel’s prophet.  Today, we will 
hear of another time when horses and chariots of fire appeared. Elisha warned the King of Israel each time 
the King of Aram (modern day Syria) was planning to attack. When the King of Aram heard this, he sent his 
army to the city of Dothan to capture Elisha.  
The leader or a student reads 2 Kings 6:8-23.  
 Verse 11: The king of Syria thought there was a traitor amongst them until a servant revealed Elisha 

knew and revealed the king’s plans. 
 Seeing the army of Aram surrounding the city gave Elisha’s servant a good reason to be afraid. 

Elisha’s prayer was that God would open his servant’s eyes to see the invisible things God was doing 
to protect them. 

 Elisha did not pray that God would change anything in the situation. His only request was that his 
servant could see the horses and chariots of fire. Elisha’s prayer shows us God is the one who opens 
our eyes to spiritual realities. 

 The Syrian soldiers could not see the spiritual army, so they did not hesitate to approach Elisha.  
 We don’t know exactly what the blindness was that God struck them with, but it was some type of 

confusion that allowed them to be led by Elisha into Samaria. They couldn’t really perceive where 
they were or what was going on. 

 After God blinded the enemy army, Elisha led them to Samaria where they were outnumbered by 
the Israelites.  

 Instead of killing these enemy soldiers, Elisha instead commanded the king of Israel to treat them 
with kindness and generosity. And the Syrians did not come again to raid Israel. 
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THE WORD Presentation continued 
 
 Just like Elisha’s servant, everyone is worried or afraid sometimes. We don’t always see or feel that 

God is protecting us.  
 God protects us both in seen and unseen ways. God protects our thoughts, sends angels to guard 

us, removes certain problems without us doing anything, gives us boldness or wisdom to make good 
choices, comforts us in hard times, etc. Other times, God comforts us by showing us we are 
surrounded by allies like our friends, relatives, or spiritual family. 

The leader or a student reads Psalm 91:11. 
 According to Psalm 91, just as God’s horses and chariots of fire protected Elisha and his servant, 

God’s angels guard us. When we are facing physical, emotional, and spiritual danger, it is important 
to pray and remember God is with us. 

 
Connecting the Old Testament, the New Testament, and Us 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
What is the connection between this story and Christ? 
 Elisha encourages his worried servant by saying, “Don’t be afraid. Those who are with us are more 

than those who are with them.” God wants our hearts to be at peace. 900 years after Elisha and his 
servant saw the chariots of fire, Jesus encouraged worried believers with these words. 

The leader or a student reads aloud John 16:33. 
 God does not always protect us in the way we hope or expect, but no matter what is happening in 

our lives, we still belong to the one true God forever and He is always with us. He has already 
overcome the world! Jesus words in John 16:33 can bring peace to your heart, soul, and mind when 
facing danger or hard times. 

 There are believers around the world who may fear for their lives just as Elisha’s servant did. 
Soldiers, homeless families, those who are very ill, and many others need to know God is with them. 
Just as Elisha prayed for his servant, if we know someone who is worried or anxious, we can ask 
God to open their eyes so they know God is with them.  

The leader or a student reads aloud Ephesians 3:20-21. 
 Most of us wouldn't ask or imagine that God would show us chariots of fire surrounding and 

protecting us from harm. Even so, it is important to remember that God could still summon an army 
of invisible chariots of fire. He can show us things that our physical eyes are unable to see and our 
minds are unable to imagine! 
 

THE BIG QUESTION  
Introduce and elaborate on this question. Students will answer it in their discussion group. 
  

What worries you or causes you to be afraid? 
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God protects you 

  THE WAY Discussion 
 

GETTING STARTED Display and review the Discussion Group Covenant below: 

We will include everyone here, treating one another with respect and kindness.  
We will encourage everyone here to express their thoughts and opposing views. 
 
Every student shares his or her best experience or greatest challenge of the past week. 
 
READ IT AGAIN  

Read 2 Kings 6:8-23; Psalm 91:11 silently or aloud.  
What about this story do you find most amazing? 
How did Elisha know the king of Aram’s plans? 
What’s the biggest difference between Elisha’s response to a dangerous situation 
and his servant’s response? 
Why do you think the Aramean King did not return to Israel’s land? Why did they not 
attack them again? 
 
THE BIG QUESTION Invite students to share their answers. 

What worries you or causes you to be afraid? 
 
TAKE ACTION Lead students in a discussion using the questions below. 

What are the physical, emotional, and spiritual dangers and influences that you face? 
Who or what reminds you that God is with you?  
Can you think of a time when you were afraid and then realized God was 
protecting you?  
How might you encourage someone who is worried or afraid?  
Ask each student to complete this sentence: God calls us to encourage others about God’s 
presence SO THAT others might ___________________. 
 
PRAY Share prayer requests and answered prayers.  

Have students pray with partners, or have the whole group pray together. 
 
FINAL FIVE MINUTES When only 5 minutes remain, begin this segment. 

Give each student Action Card #34 and Journal Entry #34. Take home today’s Action Card 
as a reminder of how we can join in what God is doing. Use the Journal Entry as your 
personal devotional study. Complete your Journal Entries at home and keep them 
together in a notebook or in your Bible. Optional: Provide parent or guardian with Family 
Discussion Card #34. 



PROPHETS & PROMISES 
JOURNAL ENTRY #34 
Elisha and the Chariots of Fire 

2 Kings 6:8-23; Psalm 91:11 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  S AY ?  

• Pray!!! Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what He wants you 
to learn from this passage.  

• Read 2 Kings 6:8-23; Psalm 91:11.  

• What did Elisha’s servant see when he went outside that 
morning?  

• Why wasn’t Elisha afraid of the Aramean army that 
surrounded him and his servant? 

• What did Elisha’s servant see when God opened his eyes? 

• Why did Elisha ask God to blind the surrounding enemy? 

WHAT  DO ES  I T  M E A N ?  

• What did Elisha’s prayer for his servant show about what Elisha 
believed God could do?  

• Why weren’t the Arameans killed? 

WHAT  C A N  I  D O ?  

• How does this scripture give you encouragement? 

• Where do you need to pray that God would open your eyes and 
let you see like he did with Elisha’s servant? 

• What does it look like to step out in faith against your fears? 

• Pray God will give you courage when you are faced with 
overwhelming circumstances 
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ELISHA AND THE CHARIOTS OF FIRE ELISHA AND THE CHARIOTS OF FIRE 
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